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T  O    T  H  E 


DUKE    of 


My  Lord, 


|  H  E  following  is  perhaps  the 
moft  extraordinary  Dedication 
that  was  ever  made  to  you, 
or  to  any  Man  that  had  any 
thing  to  give.  It  is  not  to  afk  your  Patro- 
nage, which  I  do  not  in  the  leafr.  expect, 
It  is  not  to  inform  you  of  the  incompara- 
ble Beauties  of  your  Peribn,  or  the  fur- 
prifmg  Induements  of  your  Mind  :  It  is 
riot  to  recount  the  Eminent  Services  you 
have  done  your  Country  in  Times  part, 
or  your  rare  Abilities  and  undoubted  Incli- 
nation to  ferve  it  in  Time  to  come  :  Nor  is 
it  to  allure  you  of  the  conftant  Attach- 
A  2  ment 
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ment  of  the   Writer  to  your  Perfon    and 
Family. 

All  thefe  Things  I  leave  to  the  unwor- 
thy Objects,  as  they  call  themfelves,  not 
fincerely,  but  truly,  upon  whom  you  have 
generally  beftowed  your  Favours  j  for  as  to 
myfelf,  tho'  I  have  not  Vanity  enough  to 
think  I  have  much  Merit,  I  find  I  have  in 
my  Nature  too  much  of  the  Jlubborn  En- 
glijh  Spirit,  to  hope  for  any  of  your  Dif- 
penfations. 

Having  thus  told  you  what  I  do  not  in- 
tend, I  mall  now  tell  you  what  I  do.  The 
Misfortunes  of  your  Country  have  given 
you  a  great  fhare  in  its  Councils ;  and  as 
few  have  a  larger  Stake  in  it  than  you, 
no  one  can  have  in  Intereft  a  greater  Con- 
cern to  take  Care,  that  its  future  Chance 
for  Happinefs  may  be  fair  and  equal. 

The  never»enough-to-be-lamentcd  Death 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  cf  IVaks, 
has  expofed  us  to  the  Danger  of  a  Mino- 
rity, which  God  Almighty  avert ;  for  the 
following  Sheets  will  mew  you,  that  mould 
fuch  a  Cafe  happen,    which  God    forbid, 

the 
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the  Odd!  will  be  very  much  againft  us,  jf 
not  prevented  by  the  moft  prudent  Regu- 
lations. 

The  Defign  of  this  Dedication  there- 
fore is,  to  intreat  you  to  confider  ferioufly, 
if  it  be  poffible  for  one  of  your  Rank  and 
Temper  to  confider  any  thing  feriouQy, 
how  to  prevent  the  fatal  Confequences 
that  have  ufually  happened,  if  fuch  an 
unfortunate  Event  fhould  by  the  Courfe  of 
Nature,   or  otherwife,  be  brought  about. 

Thefe  Confequences  are  of  two  Sorts : 
Such  as  may  be  fatal  to  the  Infant  King  • 
Or  fuch  as  may  be  fatal  to  the  Nation  ;  and 
whatever    Confequences    may    be  fatal  to 
either,  muft  have  a  dangerous  Tendency 
with  Refpect  to  the  other.     The  firft  fort 
generally  proceed  from  the  Ambition  and 
too  great  Power  of   the  Perfon  appointed 
Regent,  or  of   the  Perfon  who  gets  the 
Government  of  the  Regency,    when  more 
than  one  are  appointed.     The  fecond  pro- 
ceed from  the  too  little  Power  of  the  Re- 
gent,   or  the  Factions  and  Divifions   that 
arife  in  the  Regency   when  a  number  of 
Perfons  are  appointed. 

How 
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How  to  prevent  both  thefe  Evils  I  fhall 
not  pretend  to  fuggefr ;  but  if  there  be  a 
Perfon  in  the  Kingdom  from  whofe  Ambi- 
tion no  Danger  can  be  apprehended  with 
Refpect  to  the  Minor  King,  and  frorri 
whole  Wifdom  and  natural  Difpofition  the 
Nation  may  expect  a  juft  and  happy  Go- 
vernment, that  Perfon  ought  to  be  pre- 
vioufly  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Such  a  Perfon,  if  happily  for  us  fuch  a 
Perfon  there  be,  ought,  I  humbly  think, 
not  only  to  be  appointed,  but  folely  ap- 
pointed, and  with  a  Power  equal  to  that  of 
a  Sovereign  •,  for  the  only  Reafon  for  ap- 
pointing more  Regents  than  one,  or  for 
faddling  a  fole  Regent  with  an  irremova- 
ble Council,  is  the  Danger  to  which  the 
young  King  may  be  expofed  by  the  AmbU 
tion  of  fuch  a  Regent  j  and  when  no  fuch 
Danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  there  can  be 
no  Reafon  for  altering  our  eftablifhed  Form 
of  Government. 

If  fuch  a  Perfon  therefore  can  be  pointed 
out,  I  hope  no  Minifter  or  other  Grandee 
will  be  fo  felnTn  as  to  think  of  fixing  him- 

felf 


(    vii    ) 

felf  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Government 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  at  the  evident  Rifle 
of  his  Country's  Happinefs. 

'Tis  true,  all  the  Precedents,  except  that 
of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  in  the  Minority 
of  Henry  the  Third,  are  againft  this  Opi- 
nion 5  but  the  Reafon  I  have  affigned  was 
ftrong  with  regard  to  every  one  of  them ; 
and  were  it  otherwife,  I  hope  we  are  not 
fo  wedded  to  Precedents,  as  without  any 
Reafon  to  adhere  to  thofe  which  have  in- 
variably produced  Effects  fatal  to  the 
Nation. 


Sfpril  2  2d, 
1.7  S  »• 


am 


My  Lord, 

One  who  will  alwavs. 
he  hopes, 
be  your  Friend  and  Servant, 

but  never  will  be 

your  Shve  or  Sycophant. 
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The  Reader   is   defired  to   correct  the   following 
Errors  of  the  Prefs. 

Page  ii.  1.  20,  for  Angeulemi,  r.  Angouhir.t,  1.  27.  for 
where  he,  r.  where  (he.  P.  13.  1.  19.  for  PoiTefiions,  r. 
Poffeffion.  P.  16.  1.  7.  r.  in  each.  P.  18.  1.  25,  for  Chefter> 
r.  Glouccfier. 
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A 
Succinct  and  Impartial 

HISTORY 

Of  all  the 

Regencies,  Protectorships,    Mi- 
norities and  Princes  of  JVales^  &c. 

IN  the  few  following  Sheets,  my  chief 
Defign  is  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
Regencies  appointed  during  the  Minority  of 
the  then  reigning  King ;  but  I  mall  like- 
wife  take  Notice  of  fuch  of  thofe  Regencies 
appointed  during  the  Abfence,  or  Incapaci- 
ty of  the  reigning  King,  as  were  attended 
with  any  remarkable  Confequences  ;  and  the 
firft  of  thefe  is  the  Regency  appointed  by 
William  the  Conqueror ',  upon  his  Death-bed, 
in  Favour  of  his  fecond  Son  William,  com- 
monly called  William  Rufus. 

As  Robert,  the  Gonqueror*i  eldeft  Son, 
had,  in  the  Year  1077,  rebellec  ;ainft 
him,  it  is  probable,  that  he  would  not 
truft  either  of  his  Sons  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  England  during  his  Abfence,  when 
he  engaged  in  his  laft  War  acrainfr,  France^ 
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but  carried  both  William  and  Henry,  his 
two  younger  Sons,  along  with  him  ;  for  as 
to  Robert,  the  eldeft,  he  was  then  abfent  in 
Germany ;  therefore,  tho'  our  Hiftorians  do 
not  mention  it,  I  am  convinced,  that  he 
had  given  a  CommifTion  of  Regency  to 
Lanfranct  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Eudo,  the  High-Treafurer.  But  as  he  was 
refolved,  that  his  fecond  Son,  William, 
mould  fucceed  him  in  his  Kingdom  of  En- 
gland, as  foon  as  he  began  to  think  him- 
feif  paft  Hopes  of  Recovery,  he  fent  him 
over  to  England;  and  tho'  none  of  our 
Hiftorians,  fo  far  as  I  can  find,  take  Notice 
of  it,  yet  I  think  it  is  plain,  that  he  gave 
him  a  Commiflion,  revoking  his  former 
Commiflion  of  Regency,  and  appointing 
him  fole  Regent  of  England,  during  his 
Abfence. 

My  Reafons  for  believing  that  Young 
William  brought  with  him  fuch  a  Com- 
miflion, are,  Firjl,  Becaufe  it  was  fo  ne- 
ceffary  for  enabling  him  to  carry  his  Fa- 
ther's Defign  into  Execution,  in  fecuring 
to  himfelf  the  Succeffion.  Secondly,  Be- 
caufe without  fuch  a  Commiflion  Eudo 
could  neither  deliver  to  him  the  King's 
Treafure,  nor  fecure  for  him  any  of  the 
Caftles  in  the  Kingdom.  Thirdly,  Becaufe 
without  fuch  a  Commiflion  Young  William 
could  not  pretend  to  have  imprilbned  Ulnotb 
and   Morcar  -,    and,    Fourthly,    Becaufe  his 

having 
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having  fuch  a  Commiffion  made  it  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  for  him  to  conceal  his  Fa- 
ther's Death,  till  he  had  taken  proper 
Meafures  for  fecuring  his  own  Election. 

In  this  Enterprize,  however,  Young  Wil- 
liam had  feveral  great  Difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter. Edgar  Atheling,  the  rightful  Heir  to 
the  Crown,  was  ftill  alive,  and  favoured 
by  all  true  Englijhmen>  as  well  as  fupported 
by  the  King  of  Scotland.  Robert ;,  William's 
eldefr.  Brother,  who  was  by  his  Father's 
Will  to  be  in  PofTeffion  of  Normafidy,  had 
a  great  Party  among  the  Normans  fettled 
in  England,  and,  without  Doubt,  would  lay 
Claim  to  the  Englijh  Crown.  And  the 
greateft  Difficulty  of  all,  which  William 
had  to  ftruggle  with,  was  his  own  Charac- 
ter, which  Rapin  gives  us  in  thefe  Words : 

<c  The  only  good  Quality  remarkable  in 
cc  him  was  his  great  Courage,  which,  how- 
C£  ever,  was  hardly  to  be  diftinguifhed 
"  from  a  brutal  Fiercenefs.  He  was  of  a 
<c  very  ill  Difpofition,  which  being  never 
tc  corrected  by  Education,  frequently  led 
<c  him  to  Actions  unworthy  a  Prince. 
"  Bred  up  to  Arms  from  his  Youth,  and  at 
*c  a  Court  where  he  continually  beheld  In- 
"  fiances  of  Severity  and  abfolute  Power, 
<c  he  became  a  perfect  Brute  in  his  Beha- 
<c  viour  and  Manners.  To  thefe  ill  Qua- 
C{  lities  he  joined  a  great  Indifference  for 
ll  Religion,  and  his  whole  Conduct  mewed 

<c  himfelf 
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cc  him  to  be  regardlefs  of  Honour  or  Ho- 
(i  nefty.  He  was  as  greedy  of  Money  as 
"  his  Father,  but  with  this  Difference, 
*c  the  Father  heaped  up  Money  purely  for 
tc  the  Sake  of  hoarding,  and  very  unwil- 
"  lingly  parted  with  it;  whereas  the  Son 
"  loved  it,  only  to  fquander  it  away  in 
<c  vain  Expences,  wherein  he  was  guided 
*'  more  by  Caprice  than  Reafon." 

On  the  other  hand.  Young  William  had 
thefe  Advantages  in  his  Favour.  The  En- 
glijfc,  who  were  real  Friends  to  the  right- 
ful Heir  of  the  Crown,  had  by  the  Con- 
queror been  bereft  of  all  Power,  Arms, 
and  Money  -,  and  fuch  of  the  Englijlo,  as 
had  fupported  or  readily  fubmitted  to  the 
Conqueror,  imagined,  that  as  England  would, 
by  young  William's  Acceffion  to  the  Throne, 
be  difunited  from  Normandy,  he  would  pur- 
iiie  the  fofe  and  true  Interefr.  of  England, 
and  not  (hew  fuch  a  Partiality  to  the  Nor- 
mans, as  his  Father  had  done.  Then  as  to 
the  Normans  fettled  in  England,  they  were 
in  Poffeiiion  of  great  Eftates  acquired  by 
the  Conqueft,  and  confequently  were  afraid, 
that  a  Difpute  between  the  two  Brothers,  if 
it  mould  come  to  a  civil  War,  might  open 
a  Door  for  Edgar  Atheling,  the  true  Heir 
to  the  Englijh  Crown,  by  which  they  would 
be  deprived  of  all  their  PofTelTions,  and 
the  Englijh  Proprietors  reftored.  And  as 
to  both,  many  of  them  were  certainly  bought 

by 
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by  the  hoarded  up  Treafures  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  which  young  William  had  got 
Porfeffion  of;  and  both  expected,  that  he 
would  allow  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  the 
Advice  of  Lanfranc,  who  had  generally 
an  excellent  Character. 

Thefe  Advantages  prevailed  over  all 
Difficulties ;  and  he  managed  his  Affairs  fo 
well  by  the  Advice  of  Lanfranc,  and  the 
Authority  which  his  Commiffion  of  Regency 
gave  him,  that  he  was  without  Oppoiition 
chofen,  and  crown'd  King  of  England, 
prefently  after  his  Father's  Death  came  to 
be  publickly  known,  being  then  in  the  thir- 
ty-firft,  or  thirty- fecond  Year  of  his  Age. 

But  all  the  glittering  Hopes  that  had  been 
conceived  from  his  fucceeding  to  the  Crown, 
were  foon  found  to  be  meer  Tinfel.  Lan- 
jranc  was  difgraced,  and  died  in  about  a 
Year  after  his  Acceffion  ;  and  in  lefs  than 
two  Years  he  involved  England  in  a  War, 
for  the  Recovery  of  Normandy  from  his  Bro- 
ther Robert  -,  and  this,  as  well  as  other 
Wars,  he  engaged  in,  proving  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  involving  him  in  Want,  he  be- 
gan to  load  both  Englifi  and  Normans 
with  Taxes,  which  were  raifed  in  the  moil: 
oppreffive  Manner ;  fo  that  his  Reign  be- 
came a  mofr.  cruel  Tyranny  j  which  he  began 
to  repent  of  during  a  dangerous  Illnefs,  and 
being  frightened  at  the  Approach  of  Death, 
he  made  fome  Atonements  -3  but  as  foon  r.s 

he 
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he  recovered,  he  relapfed  into  all  his  former 
Cruelties  and  Opprefiions,  which  by  Rapin 
are  fummed  up  in  thefe  Words : 

"  Extortion,  Injuflice  and  Rapine,  were 
"  as  prevalent  as  ever.  The  Adminiftra- 
"  tion  of  Juftice  was  in  the  Hands  of  fuch 
<c  as  took  more  Care  to  enrich  themfelves, 
<c  than  difcharge  the  Duties  of  their  re- 
"  fpective  Offices.  All  were  poor,  but 
<c  thofe  who  had  the  fingering  of  the  pub- 
<£  lick  Money.  To  be  in  Favour  with  the 
"  King,  it  was  neceflary  to  be  without 
<e  Honour  or  Confcience.  None  but  In- 
"  formers  met  with  Encouragement.  Thefe 
M  Diforders  forced  many  honeft  Men  to 
"  refolve  to  quit  the  Kingdom,  and  feek 
<£  elfewhere  that  Tranquility  they  could 
"  not  find  in  their  native  Country.  But 
"  even  this  Liberty,  which  they  imagined 
"  they  could  not  be  abridged  of,  was  de- 
ec  nied  them  by  an  Edicl,  forbidding  all 
"  Perfons  to  go  out  of  the  Kingdom  with- 
<c  out  the  King's  Leave." 

Such  a  Government,  we  may  believe, 
could  not  have  lafted  long,  if  the  chief 
Nobility  had  not  been  allowed  a  Share  of 
the  Plunder;  but  by  that  Means  it  was 
iupported  for  thirteen  Years,  and  the  help- 
lefs  People  were  at  laft  delivered  from  it, 
by  the  King's  being  accidentally  killed,  as 
he  was  hunting  in  the  New-Forefl  in  Hamp- 
fiire, 

William 
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William  Rufus   dying  without  liTue,    he 
was  fucceeded  by  his  younger  Brother  Henry \ 
in  the  Year  noo,  who  in   it 06  made  his 
eldeft  Brother,  Robert,  a  Prifoner,  and  again 
united  Normandy  to  the  Crown  of  England. 
Henry  had  by  Matilda,  Daughter  of  Mal- 
colm >  King  of  Scotland,  and  Margaret,  Sif- 
ter of  Edgar  Atheling,  a  Son  named  Wil- 
liam,   to  whom  he  made    the    People  of 
Normandy,  as  well  as  England,  fwear  Feal- 
ty, as  his   SuccelTor  5  but  this  William  was 
drowned  in  his  PalTage  from  Normandy  to 
E?2gland,  fo  that  Henry  left  only  a  Daugh- 
ter, Matilda,  by   the  fame   Marriage,  who 
had    been   firft   married    to    the  Emperor, 
and  afterwards  to  Geoffrey  Flantagenct,  Earl 
of  Anjou,    by  whom   me  had  in    1133a 
Son,  named  Henry.     To  this  Daughter  he 
likewife    made  both  Normans   and  Englijlj 
fwear  Fealty,  as  his  SuccelTor,  and  died  in 
1 135;    but   notwithstanding   the   Care   he 
had  taken  to  have  his  Daughter  fucceed  him, 
Stephen,  Earl  of  Boulogne,  his  Relation  and 
Favourite,   got  himfelf  proclaimed  King  of 
England,    and  foon  after  got  PolTeflion    of 
Normandy,  which   he   gave  to   Eujlace   his 
eldeft  Son  ;  but   being  during  molt  of  his 
Reign  involved  in  continual  Wars  with  the 
Emprefs  Matilda,  and  her  Son  Henry,   he 
at  laft  came  to  a  Treaty   with   Henry,  by 
which  he  was  to  enjoy  the  Crown  of  En- 
gland during   his   Life,  and  Henry  to  fuc- 
ceed 
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ceed  him.  While  this  Treaty  was  ne- 
gotiating, his  Son  Eujlace  died  without 
IrTue ;  and  as  the  Treaty  was  foon  after  con- 
cluded, his  {ccond  Son  William  could  never 
properly  be  faid  to  be  Prince  of  England. 

Tho'  Stephen  was  not  Fifty,  he  died 
foon  after  the  Conclufion  of  this  Treaty* 
and  Henry  was  proclaimed  King  of  England \ 
by  the  Name  of  Henry  the  Second,  in  the 
Year  1 154.  This  Henry  had  before  got 
Poffeffion  of  Normandy,  and  by  his  Father, 
and  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  Eleanor  of  Gni- 
cnne,  he  inherited  FoiBou,  Guienne,  Sain- 
tonge,  Maine,  Anjou,  and  Touraine,  fo  that 
he  became  one  of  the  moft  powerful  Princes 
of  his  Time,  and  was  extremely  acceptable 
to  the  Englifh,  as  being  by  his  Mother  the 
lineal  Heir  of  their  ancient  Saxon  Kings. 
When  Henry  came  to  the  Crown  he  had 
two  Sons,  William  and  Henry,  but  William 
died  the  next  Year  after  his  AccefTion,  and 
in  1 158,  he  had  another  Son  born  to  him, 
named  Richard,  and  the  next  Year  a  Fourth, 
named  Geoffrey,  as  alfo  a  Fifth  in  11 66, 
named  John.  In  1 170  Henry  made  his 
eidefr.  Son  be  crown'd  King,  and  all  the 
Barons  to  fwear  Fealty  to  him,  ia  order  to 
fecure  his  Succefiion ;  but  this  Precedent 
was  never  afterwards  followed  on  Account 
of  its  Confequences ;  for  young  Henry  re- 
belled againft,  his  Father,  and  got  moil  of 
his  Brorhers  to  join  with  him. 

In 
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In  thofe  Days  Men,  and  even  Children  (for 
Richard  and  Geoffry  could  properly  be  called 
nothing  elfe)  defpifed  Titles  that  brought 
them  neither  Power  or  Profit ;  therefore, 
young  Henry  quarrelled  with  his  Father,  be- 
caufe  he  had  given  him  the  Title  of  Kine 
without  any  Share  of  the  Power,  and  he 
was  joined  by  his  Brother  Richard,  becaufe 
his  Father  had  conferred  on  him  the  Title 
of  Earl  of  Poiffiou,  without  giving  him  any 
Power  over  that  Earldom  j  and  alfo  by  his 
Brother  Geoffry,  who  had  married  the 
Heirefs  of  Bretagne,  and  Succeeded  to  that 
Dutchy  upon  the  Death  of  his  Father-in- 
Law,  but  the  King  his  Father  kept  in  his 
own  Hands  the  Administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Thus  the  old  King  was  attack'd  at  once 
in  Normandy  by  his  Son  Henry,  fupported 
by  the  King  of  France  •  in  Gnienne  by  his 
Son  Richard;  in  Bretagne  by  his  Son 
Geoffry ;  in  the  North  by  the  King  of 
Scotland,  and  at  Home  by  a  Rebellion 
headed  by  the  Earl  of  Leicejler ;  and  as  the 
Queen  favoured  her  Sons,  he  was  forced  to 
confine  her.  But  by  Ins  Courage,  Conduct 
and  Diligence  he  overcame  all  his  Enemies, 
reduced  his  Sons  to  their  Duty,  and  young 
Henry  died  without  IfTue  in  1 183. 

Notwithstanding  the  Disturbances  Henry 

the  Father  had  met  with  in  his  Reign,  fir  ft 

from  the  Church,    headed  by  Beckety  Arch- 

B  bifhop 
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Ibifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  afterwards  from 
his  Sons,  yet  he  conquered  Ireland,  and 
died  in  y  189,  leaving  his  Crown  to  Richard^ 
then  become  his  eldeft  Son,  who  was  pro- 
claimed King  by  the  Name  of  Richard  the 
Jirfl ;  and  prefently  after  his  Acceffion,.  he 
difmifTed  from  his  Councils  and  Prefence  all 
that  bad  fided  with  him  or  his  Brothers 
againft  his  Father,,  but  tho'  he  difmifTed- 
them  his  Councils,,  he  reftored  to  their 
Eftates  fuch  of  them  as  had  upon  that  Ac- 
count been  attainted. 

Richard,  foon  after  his  Acceffion,  under- 
took an  Expedition  or  Croifade  to  the  Holy 
Land,  leaving  the  Regency,  in  his  Abfence 
to  the  Bifhop  of  Eh\  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Durham,  with  a  Council  of  fix  Lords,  with 
whom  they  were  to  ad  vile ;  but  in  lefs 
than  two  Years,  the  two  Regents  quarrelled^ 
and  the  former  ufurped  the  whole  Power, 
which  foon  occafioned  a  Combination 
againft  him,  headed  by  the  King's  youngeft 
Brother  John  ;  and  as  he  had  behaved  molt 
haughtily  while  in  Power,  he  could  find 
none  to  fupport  him  in  his  Diftrefs,  fo  that 
without  any  Oppofition  he  was  forced  to 
fubmir,  and  being  diverted  of  all  Power, 
was  banifhed  to  Normandy,  notwithstanding 
his  being  the  Pope's  Legate  in  England. 

Upon  his  removal  Prince  John  got  the 
whole  Power  into  his  Hands,  which  he 
made  uie  of  for  fecuring  his  Succeffion  to 

the 
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the  Crown  after  Richard,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  Arthur  Duke  of  Bretagne,  his  Nephew, 
Son  of  Geoffry  his  elder  Brother.  Nay, 
upon  King  Richard's  being  made  Prifoner 
by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  'John  even 
attempted  to  get  himfelf  declared  King, 
and  endeavoured  as  much  as  he  could  to 
prevent  his  Brother's  being  releafed  ;  yet 
after  Richard's  Return,  John  found  means 
at  laft  to  obtain  his  Pardon,  and  afterwards 
prevailed  with  him  to  revoke  a  Will  he 
had  made  in  favour  of  Arthur,  and  to  de- 
clare him  his  SuccefTor  in  the  Throne  ;  fo 
that  upon  Richard's  Death  in  1199,  as  Ar- 
thur  was  then  but  13  Years  of  Age,  John 
without  much  Difficulty,  got  Poflemon  not 
only  of  all  his  Brother's  Dominions  in 
France,  but  alfo  of  the  Crown  of  England, 
foon  after  which  he  fell  in  Love  with 
Ifabella  of  Angoulemi,  whom  he  married, 
after  procuring  from  the  Pope  a  Divorce 
from  his  former  Wife, 

In  1202  King  John  having  at  the  Battle 
of  Mirabel  taken  Arthur  and  his  Sifter 
'Eleanor  Prifoners,  the  former  he  caufed-  to 
be  murder'd  in  the  Caftle  of  Roan,  and  the 
latter  he  confined  in  Briftol  Caftle,  where  he 
lived  and  died  a  Prifoner,  by  which  the 
Progeny  of  his  elder  Brother  Geoffry  became 
extincl,  and  his  own  came  to  have  the  fole 
Right  to  the  Crown  of  England, 

C  2  John 


(        12        ) 

John  having  thus  by  Murders  and  mani- 
fold Crimes,  got  PoiTeilion  of,  and  fecured  to 
his  Pofterity  the  Crown  of  England,  he  had 
by  his  Wife,  Ifabelladi  Angouleme^  a  Son  born 
in  1207,  named  Henry ;  and  another  in 
1708,  named  Richard;  but  he  had  a  moil 
troublefome  and  unfortunate  Reign,  lor  he 
not  only  loft  every  thing  in  France  except 
Guienne,  but  was  forced  to  declare  himfelf 
a  VafTal,  and  to  promife  a  yearly  Tribute  to 
the  Pope;  and  at  lad:  was  very  nefar  being 
expelled  his  Kingdom  by  his  own  Subjects, 
for  when  he  died  in  12  16,  he  was  difpof- 
felTed  of  the  greateit.  Part  of  his  Kingdom, 
and  moft  of  his  Subjects  in  Rebellion 
againft.  him,  under  Lewis,  Dauphin  of 
France,  whom  they  had  chofen  for  their 
King,  and  who  was  in  PofTeffion  of  London, 
and  fupported  by  a  numerous  French  Army  ; 
and  what  ftill  more  ftrongly  portended  the 
Ruin  of  his  Family,  Henry  his  eldeft  Son 
was  but  an  Infant  of  nine  Years  old. 

But  what  thus  feemed  to  threaten  the 
Royal  Family  with  inevitable  Ruin,  was 
really  the  Caufe  of  its  Prefervation  :  Many 
of  thofe  who  hated  the  late  King,  began  to 
Pity  the  Infant  Son,  from  whom  they  could 
not  much  apprehend  any  Reientment  of 
what  they  had  done  againft  the  Father.  And 
another  Circumftance  which  feemed  to  be  a 
Misfortune,  turned  out  to  be  quite  other- 
wife  :  The  late  King  had  not  fo  much  as 

recom- 
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recommended  any  one  to  be  Regent  of  the 
Kingdom,  or   Guardian  to  his   Infant  Son, 
which   might    have  been    the  Cauie  of   a 
Breach  amongft  the  Heads  of  his  Party,  but 
it  happened    otherwife,    for    the    wife   and 
brave  Earl  of   ^Pembroke  was  unanimouQy 
chofen  for  both  thefe  Purpofes,  by  an  AfTem- 
bly  of  the  Barons,  who  had  continued  (ted- 
faft  in  their  Loyalty  to  their  native  Prince ; 
and  he  feems  to  have  been  (o  fully  and  folely 
inverted  with   the  Sovereign  Power,  during 
the  young  King's  Minority,  that  the  Queen, 
who  was  frill  alive,  had  not  fo  much  as  the- 
Care  or  Cuftody  of  the  Perfons  of  her  Sons. 
As  this  wife  Regent  prefently  published    a 
general  Pardon,    and  betides  promifed  great 
Rewards  to  thofe  Barons  that  (hottld  return 
to  their  Duty,    in  one  Years  time,  he  reco- 
vered  Poileflions  of    the  whole  Kingdom, 
after  having  obuJ/.ed  a  fignal  Victory  over 
the  French  Arm;'  in   the  City  of    Liriccln  ; 
but  this  great  Man  died  foon  after  the   Be- 
ginning of  12 19,  and   in  his  room  the  Bi- 
mop  of   WincheJJer  was  chofen    Regent  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  Guardian   to  the  young 
King.     And  at  the  fame  Time  Hubert  de 
Burgh,  who  had  valiantly  defended  Dover 
Caftle   againrt    the   utmort   Efforts   of   the 
French,    was  chofen    Chief    Jufticiary    of 
England,    from  whence  we  mult  conclude, 
that  the  Regent  was  rot  folely  inverted  with 
the  Sovcrie;n  Power. 

As 
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As  Courage  is  not  always  accompanied 
with  Wifdom  and  Moderation,  and  as  the 
Regent  had  not  folely  the  Sovereign  Power, 
this  Hubert  made  fuch  a  Tyrannical  Ufe  of 
his  Power,  that  the  Parliament  which  met 
in  1223  complained  of  it,  and  defired  that 
the  King,  or  rather  the  Regent,  would  caufe 
Magna  Chart  a  to  be  obferved,  and  frefh 
Orders  were  thereupon  iffued  to  the  Sheriffs 
for  that  Purpofe.  But  as  this  Compliance 
was  not  agreeable  to  Hubert's  Temper  or 
Advice,and  as  he  found  that  he  had  the  chief 
Influence  with  the  young  King,  he  endea- 
voured to  get  him  declared  of  Age,  in  order 
that  he  might  take  the  Government  into  his 
own  Hands.  As  a  Pretence  for  this,  Hubert 
obtained  from  the  Pope  a  Bull,  declaring  the 
King  of  Age,  tho'  then  but  16,  and  autho- 
ring him  to  take  the  Reins  of  Government 
into  his  own  Hand  ;  but  the  Barons  all  pro- 
tefted  againft  it,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Land,  which  did  not  allow  the 
King  to  be  of  full  Age  till  one  and  Twenty. 
However,  in  1226,  the  Parliament  declared 
him  of  full  Age,  tho'  he  was  not  then  nine- 
teen compleat ;  and  he  foon  convinced  them, 
that  they  had  been  too  precipitate ;  for  by 
the  Advice  of  Hubert  ^  who  was  his  chief 
Favourite,  he  began  his  Government  with 
an  Act  of  Oppreffion,  in  order  to  fill  his 
Coffers,  by  pretending  that  ail  who  had 
Charters  from  the  Crown  were  obliged  to 
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renew  them,  and  to  pay  a  Sum  of  Money 
for  that  Renewal ;  and  the  very  next  Year 
he  declared  both  the  Great  Charter  and  the 
Forejl  Charter,  null  and  void,  tho'  both 
fworn  to  by  him,  alledging  for  an  Excufe 
that  they  had  been  extorted  from  his  Father, 
and  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  perform  what 
he  had  promifed  in  his  Minority. 

Thefe  and  many  other  Inftances  of  Mis- 
rule, and  reiterated  Perfidies,  at  laft  paved 
the  Way  for  a  new  fort  of  Regency,  never 
before  heard  of  in  England;  but  before  I 
give  an  Account  of  this  Regency,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  Henry  having  married  Eleanor 
of  Provence  in  1236,  he  had  by  her  born 
in  1239,  a  Son,  named  Edward y  who  af- 
terwards became  the  Shield,  as  well  as  Sue- 
ceffor  of  his  Father.  As  Henry  continued 
his  Mifrule,  the  Barons  at  laft  confederated 
againft  him,  and  raifed  an  Army,  which 
they  put  under  the  Command  of  the  famous 
Earl  of  Leicejler,  the  Chief  and  moft  Active 
Man  in  the  Confederacy.  The  King,  being 
fupported  both  by  his  Son  and  Brother,  like- 
wife  raifed  an  Army  >  end  between  thefe 
two  Armies  was  fought  in  1264,  the  Battle 
of  Lewes,  where  the  Barons  having  ob- 
tained a  compleat  Victory,  and  made  the 
King  himfelf,  Prince  Edward  his  Son,  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  his  Brother,  and  the 
Son  of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  all  Prifo- 
ners,  a  new  Form  of  Government  was  intro- 
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troduced,  and  a  new  fort  of  Parliament,  at 
leaft  a  fort  of  Parliament  different  from  any 
that  had  been  held  fince  the  Conquefl,  was 
eftablifhed,  after  this  Manner: 

The  Barons  having  got  the  King  into 
their  Power,  they  made  him  fign  Com- 
miffions,  appointing  each  County  certain 
^Magistrates  called  Coifervators,  who,  under 
Pretence  of  preferving  the  Privileges  of  the 
People,  were  inverted  with  great  Power, 
and  were  all  without  doubt  the  Creatures  of 
the  Confederate  Barons.  Then  they  made 
the  King  fummon  a  Parliament,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  ifiue  Writs  to  thefe  Conferva- 
tors,  ordering  them  to  get  four  Knights 
chofen  by  the  Freeholders  in  each  County, 
to  fit  as  Reprefentatives  of  the  County  in 
the  enfuing  Parliament.  This  was  proba- 
bly an  Imitation  of  the  Saxon  Witenage- 
motcs,  but  had  been  difufed  ever  fince  the 
Conqueft ;  and  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
chief  Things  the  People  meant,  when  they 
prayed,  as  they  often  did,  that  the  Laws  of 
Edward  the  Confcffor  might  be  reftored. 

When  this  Parliament  met,  they  readily 
approved  of  the  new  form  of  Government 
projected  by  the  confederated  Barons,  which 
was3  \  That  the  Parliament  fhould  appoint 
?  three    wife    and   difcreet    Commifiioners, 

*  who    mould    have    Power    to    chufe  a 

*  Council  of  nine  Lords,  to  whom  the  Ad- 
c  miniftration  of  publick.  Affairs  mould  be 

*  committed. 
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committed.  That  the  King,  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Commiffioners,  might  change 
when  he  pleafed,  fome,  or  all  of  the 
nine  Counfellors.  That  in  Cafe  the  three 
Commiffioners  mould  not  agree  in  chang- 
ing or  chufing  the  Counfellors,  the  Ma- 
jority mould  decide  it.  That  the  Refo- 
lutions  taken  by  the  nine  Counfellors 
mould  be  in  Force  provided  they  were 
approved  by  any  Six  of  them.  But  if  it 
happened,  that  Six  of  them  mould  not 
agree,  the  Bufinefs  in  Queftion  mould 
be  brought  to  the  three  Commiffioners, 
who  mould  determine  it,  as  they  thought 
fit.  That  the  King  might  change  or 
"  turn  out  the  three  Commiffioners,  pro- 
"  vided  it  was  with  the  Confent  of  the 
Cf  Community  of  the  Barons ;  and  laflly, 
"  that  the  Nomination  of  all  the  publick 
"  Officers  mould  belong  to  the  nine  Coun- 
V  fellers.'1 

Thus  a  Sort  of  Republican  Form  cf  Go- 
vernment was  introduced,  which  any  one 
verfed  in  Politicks  might  have  forefeen, 
could  not  long  continue ;  for  there  is  no 
changing  a  Monarchical  into  a  Republican 
Form  of  Government,  unlefs  you  not  only 
eftablifh  but  preferve  a  Republican  and  An- 
timonarchical  Spirit  among  the  People, 
and  it  is  impoffible  to  preferve  fuch  a  Spirit, 
without  a  very  general  and  frequent  Rota- 
tion of  Magistracy.  Accordingly  thefe  new 
D  Regents 
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Regents  foon  fell  out  among  themfelves^ 
occafioned  as  ufual  by  their  mutual  Jea- 
loufies,  and  efpecially  their  Jealoufy  of  the 
Earl  of  Lelcefiery  who  had  taken  the  Lead, 
and  feemed  refolved  to  keep  it.  The  very 
next  Year,,  the  Malecontents,  headed  by 
the  Earl  of  Glouee/ler,  took  up  Arms  x  and 
Prince  Edward  having  by  their  Contri- 
vance made  his  Efcape^  and  put  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  their  Army,  he  was  joined  by 
all  the  Friends  to  the  Royal  Family  j  fc* 
that  he  foon  got  together  an  Army  equal 
to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Leiccfter's,  who  was 
defeated  and  killed  at  the  Battle  of  EveJ/jam7 
and  an  End  thereby  put  to  this  new  Sort 
of  Regency,  in  about  a  Year  after  it  had 
been  eftablifhed. 

Henry  having  been  thus  reftored  by  his 
Son,  he  continued  his  Reign  for  fix  or 
ieven  Years,  and  when  he  died  in  1272, 
Prince  Edward  was  upon  an  Expedition  to 
the  Holy  Land,  therefore,  upon  his  Fathers 
Death,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  appointed 
the  Archbimop  of  Torky  and  the  Earls  of 
Cornwal  and  Cbe/ter,  to  be  Regents  of  the 
Kingdom  during  the  King's  Abfence,  and 
to  confirm  what  they  had  done,  they  called 
a  Parliament,  by  which  their  Appointment 
was  accordingly  approved,  and  the  Peace 
of  the  Kingdom  preferved  till  Edward's 
Return,  which  was  not  till  July  1274,  his 
eldelt  Son,  Jobn,  by  Eleanor  ofCa/i Hley  hav- 
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lhg  died  daring  his  Abfence,  and  his  two 
other  Sons,  Henry  and  Alphonfus,  in  a  fhort 
Time  after  his  Return.  As  Edward  had 
foon  after  his  Return  quite  fubdued  the 
Welch,  in  order  to  attach  them  to  his  Fa- 
mily, he  carried  his  Queen  Eleanor ,  who 
was  then  with  Child,  to  Caernarvon  i-a 
Wales,  where  fTie,  in  1284,  brought  forth 
a  Prince  named  Edward,  then  his  elded 
Son,  which  he  did  on  Purpofe,  that  his 
Friends  in  Wales  might  tell  their  Country^ 
men,  they  had  now  a  Prince  of  their  own 
Country,  and  to  give  the  more  Weight  to 
this  Argument,  he  created  the  young  Prince,, 
when  he  was  but  Seventeen,  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chefier,  the  Title  and 
County  of  Cornwal  being  then  pofTciTed  by 
Edmond,  eldeft  Son  of  the  before  mentioned 
King  of  the  Romans,  Brother  to  Henry  the 
Third. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Edward  the  Firft,  his 
eldeft  Son,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  fucceeded 
to  the  Crown  at  the  Age  of  Twenty-three, 
by  the  Name  of  Edward  the  Second,  but 
inftead  of  treading  in  the  Steps  of  his  glo* 
rious  Father,  he  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to 
the  Flattery  and  Government  of  his  Favou- 
rites, to  whom  he  facrificed  both  the  In*- 
tereft  of  his  People,  and  the  Glory  of  his 
Crown  ,  by  which  he  foon  forfeited  not  only 
the  Affection  of  his  Subjects,  but  the  Love 
of  his  Queen  Ifabella  of  France ;  and  that 
P  2  fo 
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to  entirely  at  laft,  that  when  a  Rebellion 
was  raifed  againft  him,  headed  by  his 
Queen,  who  had  along  with  her  his  eldeft 
Son,  afterwards  Edward  the  Third,  he  could 
not  raife  an  Army,  or  ftrike  one  Blow  for 
the  Defence  of  his  Throne,  but  was  obliged 
to  fly,  with  a  Refolution  to  get  over  to  Ire- 
land, for  which  Ifland  he  did  actually  em- 
bark. 

When  the  Queen,  and  her  Confederates, 
who  were  then  with  their  Army  at  Brijlol, 
heard  of  his  embarking  for  Ireland,  they 
from  thence  took  a  Pretence  to  chute  the 
young  Prince  Edward,  Guardian  or  Regent 
of  the  Kingdom,  tho'  he  was  not  thirteen 
Years  of  Age  compleat,  and  confequently 
they  ought,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have 
chofen  a  Guardian  to  their  Guardian ;  but 
this  the  Queen  Mother  took  upon  her  with- 
out any  Choice ;  and  the  King,  being  in 
his  PaiTage  to  Ireland,  drove  upon  the  Coaft 
of  Wales,  was  there  feized,  foon  after  de- 
pofed  by  the  Parliament  in  the  Forty- 
third  Year  of  his  Age,  and  the  young 
Vrince  Edward  declared  King  in  his  Room. 

As  the  young  King  was  then  but  juffc 
turned  of  thirteen,  the  Parliament  chofe 
twelve  Guardians  or  Regents  of  the  King 
and  Kingdom,  one  of  whom,  to  wit,  the 
Earl  of  Lancofler,  was  appointed  to  have  the 
chief  Care  of  the  King's  Perfon.  But  as 
the  Queen    had    got   the    Power  into  her 
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Hands,  tbefe  Guardians  did  not  think  fit 
to  contend  with  her,  fo  that  me  was  in 
Fact  fole  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Roger 
Mortimer ;  with  whom  (he  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  too  familiar  for  fome  Years  be- 
fore, was  her  Prime  Minifter.  By  his  Ad- 
vice the  got  the  unfortunate  Edward,  her 
Husband,  mod  cruelly  murdered  in  his 
Prifon  at  Berkley  Caftle,  whilft  her  Son, 
young  Edward,  was  upon  an  Expedition  a- 
gainfi  the  Scots,  who  had  made  an  Irrup- 
tion into  England,  in  which  he  had  very 
little  Success,  fo  that  this  Regency,  like 
moll  others,  proved  unfortunate  for  the 
Kingdom,  notwithstanding  the  extraordi- 
nary Qualities  of  the  young  King. 

The  Queen's  ufurped  Regency,  as  well 
as  her  Favourite  Roger  Mortimer,  now 
Earl  of  March,  foon  became  odious  to  the 
People,  and  feveral  great  Lords  began  to 
combine  againft  her,  but  without  Effect. 
At  laft  the  young  King  became  fenfible  of 
his  Mother's  Mifconduct ;  for  tho'  he  was 
but  fixteen  Years  old,  he  had  a  much  riper 
Judgment  than  is  ufual  for  thofe  of  full 
Age.  In  Confequence  of  this  he  refolved 
to  take  the  Government  into  his  own 
Hands ;  but  as  the  Attempt  would  be  dan- 
gerous, unlefs  he  could  firft  fecure  his  Mo- 
ther and  the  Earl  of  March,  he  very  pru- 
dently concerted  a  Scheme,  by  which  he 
feized  them  both  in  the  Cattle  of  Nottinr- 
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ham,  where  they  were  lodged.  After  thi*, 
he  difiblved  the  Parliament  chofen  under 
their  Influence,  and  confequently  full  of 
their  Creatures,  and  prefently  called  a  new 
Parliament,  by  which  the  Earl  of  March 
was  impeached  and  condemned,  and  in 
Purfuance  of  thejr  Sentence  hanged  on  the 
common  Gallows  at  Tyburn.  As  to  the 
Queen,  the  King  her  Son  prevented  her 
being  brought  to  any  Trial  or  Punifhment ; 
however  he  confined  her  to  her  Houfe  at 
Rifings  near  London,  where  fhe  remained 
during  the  reft  of  her  Life ;  and  tho'  he 
was  not  of  full  Age  according  to  Law,  yet 
the  Parliament  readily  contented  to  his  af- 
fuming  the  Reins  of  Government,  efpe^. 
cially  as  he  in  his  Speech  to  them,  had  in 
a  Manner  afked  their  Confent. 

Thus  ended  this  ufurped  Regency,  as 
well  as  the  Regency  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  Parliament,  but  had  never  acl> 
ed;  and  as  the  King,  notwithstanding  his 
being  fo  young,  had  by  his  Mother  been 
not  only  married  to  Philippa  of  Hainault, 
but  allowed  to  confummate  his  Marriage, 
he  had  the  fame  Year,  to  wit  1330,  a  Son 
born  to  him,  afrerwards  called  Edward, 
the  Black  Prince,  who  in  1337  was  by 
his  Father  created  Duke  of  Comwal,  and 
fometime  after,  Earl  of  Chejler,  and  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  at  laft  Prince  of  Aquitain. 

Upon 


C  23    ) 

Upon  this  Occafion  I  fhall  obferve,  that 
Edmund  -only  Son  to  Richard,  King  of  the 
Romans,  having  died  without  IfTue,  the 
Title  of  Earl  of  Cornwall  and  the  great 
Eftate  belonging  to  it,  reverted  to  the  Crown, 
and  was,  as  I  have  faid,  granted  by  Edward 
the  Third,  to  his  Son  Edward,  the  Black 
Prince,  which  Grant  was  in  1337  made  in 
Parliament,  and  enrolled  among  the  Re- 
cords of  Parliament,  confequently  of  equal 
Authority  with  an  Act  of  Parliament  -,  and 
by  Virtue  of  this  Act  the  eldeft  Son  of 
every  King  of  Engla?id,  fince  that  Time, 
has  been  without  any  new  Grant  or  Crea- 
tion, Duke  of  Cornwal ;  therefore  the 
Reader  may  defire  to  fee  the  Words  of  the 
Limitation,  which  were  as  follow  :  To  have 
and  to  hold,  Sec.  to  the  faid  Duke,  and  to 
the  firjl-begotten  Son  of  him,  and  of  his 
Heirs,  Kings  of  England,  and  Dukes  of  the 
faid  Place,  that  hereditarily  fucceed  in  the 
Kingdom  of  England.  By  this  Grant  the 
Shrievalty  of  Cornwal,  and  many  other  Pri- 
vileges were  exprefsly  granted  ;  and  all  the 
Lands,  &c.  thereby  granted  were  for  ever 
annexed  to  the  Crown,  fo  that  no  Part  of 
them  could  afterwards  be  alienated,  or  dif- 
fevered  from  the  Dutchy  without  an  Act 
of  Parliament. 

As  this  Prince  Edward,  after  acquiring 
great  Glory  in  War,  died  before  his  Father, 
leaving   by  Joanna  of  Kent,  but  one  Son, 

about 
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about  ten  Years  old,  it  leads  us  to  the  next 
Regency. 

Edward  the  Third  had  feveral  younger 
Sons,  and  the  eldefl  of  them  then  living, 
'John  Duke  of  Lancajier,  commonly  called 
John  of  Gant,  was  fufpected  of  having  a 
Deiign  to  feize  the  Crown,  in  cafe  of  his 
Father  and  elded  Brother's  Death ;  there- 
fore, to  prevent  this,  Edward,  foon  after 
the  Death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  created 
Richard,  the  only  Son  of  the  faid  Prince, 
(his  eldefl  Son  Edward  having  died  fome 
Years  before  him)  Earl  of  Chefter,  Duke  of 
Cornwal,  and  Prince  of  Wales,  as  a  Proof 
that  he  deiigned  this  his  young  Grandfon 
for  his  Succeflbr  in  the  Throne,  to  which 
he  had  certainly  the  bed  Right,  as  coming 
in  the  place  of  his  Father  by  Right  of  Re- 
prefentation,  which  had  been  long  efta- 
biifhed  as  the  Law  of  Succeffion  in  England, 
tho'  a  different  Law  feemed  to  have  been 
eftablifhed  with  regard  to  the  Succefiion  of 
the  Crown,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Emprefs 
Matilda,  Daughter  of  Henry  the  Firft,  and 
more  plainly  in  the  Cafe  of  Arthur,  Duke 
of  Bretagne,  who  by  Right  of  Reprefenta- 
tion,  ought  to  have  fucceeded  to  Richard 
the  Firft,  preferable  to  Richard's  Brother 
John.  As  this  was  a  Precedent  directly 
in  Point  for  John  Dnke  of  Lane  after,  Ed- 
ward thought  he  could  not  too  cautioufly 
guard  againft  it  3    therefore  he    cauied  all 
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the  Nobility  to  take  an  Oath  to  this  his 
Grandfon,  as  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the 
Crown ;  and  it  was  lucky  he  fo  foon 
thought  of  thefe  preventive  Meafures,  for 
he  himielf  died  foon  after ;  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  his  eldeft  Son,  having  died  Jwie 
8th,   1376,  and  he  June  2 iff,  1377. 

It  will  be  here  proper  to  take  Notice, 
that  Richard  was  not  by  the  above  Grant  or 
Act  Duke  of  Cornwall,  becaufe  his  Father 
was  not  King  of  England;  therefore  his 
Grandfather  was  obliged  to  give  him  a  new 
Patent  for  that  Purpofe,  but  this  did  no  way 
invalidate  the  former  Act,  nor  was  it  any 
way  inconfiftent  with  it,  becaufe  Richard 
was  to  fucceed  hereditarily  in  the  Kingdom 
of  England,  for  which  Reafon  no  Act  of 
Parliament  for  confirming  this  New  Patent 
was  thought  neceflary. 

This  Glorious  King  being  dead,  his 
Grandfon  young  Richard  was  proclaimed  and 
crowned  King  by  the  Name  of  Richard  tie 
S-econd,  without  Oppofition  from  any  of  h's 
Uncles ;  for  his  Security,  both  before 
and  after  his  Coronation,  very  probably 
proceeded  from  his  having  three  of 
them,  all  come  to  Man's  E  if  ate,  and  all 
pofTefTed  of  great  Power  in  the  Kingdom, 
by  which  means  their  Reciprocal  Jeaioufy 
became  a  Check  to  their  Individual  Am- 
ibiticn. 
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As  Edward  had  appointed  no  Regency 
or  Guardians  during  the  Minority  of  his 
Grandfon,  John  of  Gaunt ,  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafier,  and  Edmund  of  Langley,  Earl  of 
Cambridge,  the  two  eldeft  of  the  young 
King's  Uncles,  took  upon  them  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Affairs,  until  the  Meeting  of  the 
Parliament,  which  affembled  at  Wejlminjler, 
October  the  13th,  and  appointed  a  Council 
of  Regency,  confuting  of  the  King's  three 
Uncles,  and  twelve  Bimops  Lords  and 
Knights,  to  adminifter  publick  Affairs  during 
the  King's  Minority  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time 
they  appointed  fome  other  Perfons  to  take 
Care  of  the  King's  Perfon  and  Education, 
who  were  afterwards  removed  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  fole  Care  of  the  King's  Per- 
fon committed  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick^ 
the  Parliament  never  thinking  it  proper  to 
truft  this  to  a  Council,  in  which  any  of  the 
King's  Uncles  might  have  an  Influence. 
Nay,  the  Parliament  was  fo  cautious  of 
putting  too  much  Power  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Regency,  tho'  named  by  themfelves, 
that  they  would  not  truft  them  with  the 
Money  they  granted  for  the  Current  Service, 
but  ordered  it  to  be  lodged  in  the  Hands  of 
two  Aldermen  of  London,  to  be  iffued  by 
them  for  the  Purpofes  prefer i bed  by  Parlia- 
ment. After  which  Alice  Fierce,  the  late 
King's  Miftrefs,  was  impeached,  convicted 
of    feveral  Mifdeiaeanors,    and  her   whole 
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Eftate  confifcated  to  the  King's  Ufe;  but 
me  afterwards  got  this  Sentence  reverfed, 
perhaps,by  fharing  the  Plunder  (he  had  made 
and  concealed  with  fome  who  had  an  In- 
fluence in  the  next  Parliament. 

I  cannot  omit  here  obferving,  and  indeed 
it  is  a  little  furpriiing,  that  in  this  Parlia- 
ment no  Notice  was  taken  of  'Joanna  of 
Kent,  Mother  of  the  young  King.  For  as 
no  Hiftory  throws  the  leaft  Blemim  upon 
her  Character,  and  as  me  was  herfelf  a 
Defcendant  of  the  Royal  Family,  me  wras 
certainly  the  molt  proper  Perfon  to  have 
had  the  Care  of  the  young  King's  Perfon 
and  Education.  Nay,  her  Conduct  after- 
wards in  the  Difpute  between  the  King  her 
Son,  and  his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Lanca/Ier, 
mewed  [that  fhe  was  capable  of  governing 
the  Kingdom  ;  and  if  the  had  been  declared 
fole  Regent,  with  an  ample  Sovereign 
Power  during  the  King's  Minority,  it  might 
have  prevented  many  Misfortunes  which 
befel  the  Nation  during  that  Minority,  and 
much  greater  which  befel  it,  after  her  Son  had 
put  an  End  to  her  Life  by  his  Unkindnefs, 
even  before  he  was  of  full  Age. 

During  this  Minority,  viz.  in  the  Year 
1380,  happened  the  famous  Kentijh  Infur- 
reclion  under  TV  at  Tvler  :  on  which  Occa- 
ficn  young  Richard  behaved  extremely 
well  j  but  in  1382,  he  gave  a  Proof  of 
what  might  be  expected  of  him  ;    for  the 
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Chancellor,    Richard  Scrope,  having  refufcd 
to  affix    the    Great  Seal     to   an   extravagant 
Grant  he  had  made  to  one  or  his  Favourites, 
he  fent  and   demanded   the  Seal   from   the 
Chancellor,  who  anfwered,  that  as  he  had 
received  it  from  the  Regency,    he  could  not 
deliver  it    without  their  Confentj    where- 
upon he  went  himfelfj,  took  the  Great  Seal 
from  the  Chancellor,    kept  it  fome  Days  in 
his   own    Pofleflion,.    and   then   gave   it  to 
Braybrook,  Bifhop  of  London,  without   the 
Conient  or  Authority  either  of   the  Parlia- 
ment or  the  Regency;  pretending,  by  the 
Advice  of  his  Favourites,  that  as  his  Father 
had  aifumed  the   Reins   of    Government  at 
the  Age  of  16,  he  might  do  the  fame,,  and 
not  confidering  that  his  Father   did  not  do 
fo,  till  he  had  affced  and  obtained  the  Con- 
lent  of  his  People  in  Parliament  afTembled. 

As  this  was  a  moil  arbitrary  and  illegal 
Action,  and  as  it  was  a  high  Mifdemeanor 
in  the  Bifhop  to  accept  of  the  Great  Seal, 
or  to  make  any  Uie  of  it,  one  would  have 
thought,  that  the  next  Parliament,  which 
met  in  October  following,  would  have  pro- 
fecuted  the  Bifhop,  and  thofe  who  advifed 
or  aiiifted  the  young  King  in  this  Enter- 
prife ;  but  in  the  Weft  as  well  as  the  Eaft, 
People  are  apt  to  pay  their  Adoration  to  the 
Riling  Sun  :  The  Parliament  took  no  No- 
tice of  it,  but  gave  him  a  new  Fund  for  his 
Extravagance,    bv  granting  him  a  new  Suh- 
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fidy  ;  and   from  this  Time,    it  feems,  that 
Richard  acted   by  his  own  lole  Authority, 
and  acted  in  fuch  a  Manner,    that  at  laft  in 
1386,  the  Parliament  declared   againft   his 
Meafures,  removed  his  Favourites,  and  pu- 
nimed  fome  of  them  feverely  ;  and  not  con- 
tent   with  this   they  appointed    j4Bifhops 
and  Lords,    as  Commillioners   to   take  care 
of    the    publick    Affairs    jointly    with    the 
King  ;    but  as  foon  as  the  Parliament  broke 
up,  he  recalled  mod  of  his  Favourites,  and 
gave  himfelf   no  Trouble  about  confulting 
the  Commillioners  appointed  by  Parliament. 
On  the  contrary,  he  afterwards  found  means 
to  get    the  Duke  of  Gloucejicr,    his    own 
Uncle  feized,  and   ftrangled  at  Calais,    the 
Earl  of  Arundel  fentenced  by   a  (ham  Par- 
liament, and   executed  ;  the   Earl  of  War- 
wick banifhed  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  the 
Lord  Cobham  to  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey,    all   of 
whom  had  been    active   againft  him.     In 
fhort,   by  the  Advice  of  his  Favourites,  he 
governed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  aimed  fa 
apparently  at  Arbitrary  Power,  that  in  1399, 
he  was  depofed,  imprifoned,  and  the  Duke 
of  Lancajkrs  eldeft  Son  declared  King  in 
hie  tloom,  by  the  Name  of  Henry  the  ^.th ; 
and   before  the   End  of    the  next  enfuing 
Year,  he  met  with  the   Fate   of   moft   im- 
prifoned  Kings,    being  privately  murdered 
in  Pontefracl  Caftle,  where  he  was  a  Prifo- 
cerj  by  which  a  Foundation  was  laid  for 
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that  fatal   Conteft  for  the  Crown  between 
the  two  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter. 

Henry  the  Fourth  ifTued  a  Proclamation 
the  fame  Day  he  was  crowned,  to  wit, 
OBober  13,  1399,  by  which  he  declared 
his  eldeft.  Son  Henry,  aged  thirteen,  Prince 
of  Wales,  Duke  of  Aquitain,  Lcmcafter  and 
G6rmi)aly  and  Earl  of  Chejier.  This  young 
Prince  fucceeded  him  in  141 3,  by  the 
Name  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  who  from  being 
a  perfect  Rake,  and  a  very  idle,  diforderly 
young  Prince,  during  his  Father's  Life- 
time, became  one  of  the  molt  famous  and 
glorious  of  our  Britifi  Monarchs,  tho'  he 
reigned  but  about  nine  Years  and  a  half, 
and  when  he  died,  left  one  only  Son  by 
his  Queen  Catherine  of  France,  not  then 
nine  Months  old  ;  who  for  that  Reafon,  fo 
far  as  I  can  find,  was  never  either  pro- 
claimed or  created  Prince  of  Wales,  or  Earl 
of  Chejier,  but  was  by  his  Birth  Duke  of 
Comical.  Henry,  before  he  died,  directed, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  eldeft  Bro- 
ther, mould  take  upon  him  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Affairs  of  France,  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  which  he  was  then  in  PorTef- 
fion  of,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier, 
Ills  younger  Brother,  mould  be  Protector 
of  Fngland,  during  his  Son's  Minority. 

As  foon   as   this   glorious  King's    Death 
known  in  Fngland,  his  Infant  Son,  by 
the  Name  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  was  proclaim- 
ed 
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ed  King  of  England,  and  Heir  apparent  to 
the  Crown  of  France,  the  old  King  of 
France  being  frill  alive ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejier  took  upon  him  the  Government 
of  England,  according  to  the  late  King's 
Direction  ;  but  as  the  Content  and  Appoint- 
ment of  Parliament  was  neceiTary  for  efta- 
bliming  his  Authority,  the  Engiijh  Council 
prefently  fummoned  a  Parliament  to  meet 
at  Wefminjler,  November  9,  1422  ;  and  in 
this  Parliament  a  Difficulty  occurred,  which 
had  not  been  thought  of  by  the  deceafed 
King.  To  have  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejier,  would  have  been  an  Injury  to 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  elder  Brother, 
and  prefumptive  Heir  to  the  Crown,  who 
in  that  Cafe  mull  have  been  fubjecl  to  his 
younger  Brother,  if  he  had  ever  fet  Foot  in 
England ;  therefore  the  Parliament  appoint- 
ed the  Duke  of  Bedford  Protestor,  with  a 
Provifo,  that  he  mould  never  act  as  fuch 
but  when  perfonally  prefent  in  England^ 
and  that  in  his  Abfence  the  Duke  of  Giou- 
ceftcr  mould  be  Protector  of  England,  dur- 
ing the  King's  Minority  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  nominated  a  Privy  Council,  or 
Council  of  Regency,  none  of  whom  could 
be  removed  without  the  Confent  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  they  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Exeter,  and  his  Brother  the  Bifliop  of 
Winchcfter,  both  of  the  Privy  Council,  to 
take  Care  of  the  King's  Pciibn  and  Edu~ 
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cation,  without  taking  any  Notice  of  the 
Queen  Mother,  againfi:  whofe  Conduct  no 
Objection  could  then  be  made,  tho'  me 
foon  after  married  the  famous  Owen  Tudor, 
a  Gentleman  of  Wales,  and  deemed-  the 
handfomeft  Man  of  that  Age,  which  did 
not  redound  much  to  her  Character. 

This  Minority  was  as  little  fortunate  as 
any  of  the  former  for  the  Nation,  and  not 
much  more  fo  for  the  Regents.  Tho'  young 
Henry   was    upon    the    Death    of   the  old 
King  of  France,  proclaimed  King  of  that 
Kingdom,  foon  after  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Crown  of  England,  afterwards  crown'd   at 
Paris,    and  Allegiance  fworn    to    him  by 
the  greatefr.  Part  of  France,  yet  before  he 
was  of  Age,  Paris,  and  almofl:  all  his  Fa- 
ther's   Conqueits    in    France,    were   taken 
from  him,    occasioned  chiefly  by  the  Dif- 
putes  among  the  Members  of  the  Council 
of  Regency  in  England,  and  by  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler,   and  afterwards  the   Duke   of 
Bedford's  difobliging  the  Duke  of  Burgun- 
dy, who  was  the  chief  Support  of  the  En^ 
glijh  Intereft  in  France.     And  as  to  the  two 
Protectors,    the  Duke   of   Bedford  died  of 
Grief  and  Vexation  at  Roan  in    143  9,  and 
the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  was  imprifoned,  and 
there  murdered  in    1446-7  by  his  Enemies 
in   England,  who  had  got  the  entire   Go- 
vernment of  the  King,  and  confequently  of 
the  Kingdom,  ever  fmce  the  King  was  of 
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Age,  which,  it  feems,  he  was  allow'd  to  be 
in  1437/  becaufe  he  granted  a  Pardon  under 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  Bifhop,  now  Cardinal 
of  Winchefter,  mortal  Enemy  to  the  Duke 
of  Glouccfter,  dated  'June  26th,   1437- 

In  1444,  a  Truce  was  concluded  with 
France,  and  young  Henry  was  the  next 
Year  married  to  Margaret  of  Anjcu,  much 
againft  the  Will  of  the  Duke  of  Glouce/ier. 
By  this  Marriage  he  had  no  Child  till  1453, 
when  the  Queen  was  delivered  of  a  Son 
named  Edward,  who  was  within  lix  Months 
after  his  Birth  created  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Earl  of  Chefier,  in  Parliament,  and  who 
was  taken  Prifoner  at  the  Battle  ofTewskbury 
in  1 47 1,  and  inhumanly  murdered  prefently 
after,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Gloncefiery 
afterwards  King  Richard  the  Third,  his  Fa- 
ther Henry  having  been  before  twice  de- 
throned by  Edward  Duke  of  York,  who 
claimed  the  Crown  as  the  only  Rightful 
Heir,  becaufe  he  was  the  Defcendent  and 
Lineal  Heir  oiPhilippa,  Daughter  and  Heirefs 
of  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  Second  Son  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  confequently  pre- 
ferable to  the  Heirs  of  John  Duke  of  Lan- 
cajler,  Third  Son  of  Edward  the  Third, 
and  Father  of  Henry  the  bourth. 

Edward  Duke  of  York,  by  the  Name  of 
Edward  the  Fourth,  bting  eitablimed  on  the 
Throne  by  his  Victory  at  Tcwksbury,  and 
the  Death  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  either 
died  foon  after,  or  was  murdered  in  Prifon, 
F  he 
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he  made  all  the  Lords  take  an  Oath  to  his 
eldeft  Son  Edward,  as  apparent  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  and  in  a  few  Days  afterwards  he 
created  him  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time  he  created  Richard  his  younger 
Son  Duke  of  York  -,  both  thefe  Sons,  and 
five  Daughters  he  had  by  Elizabeth,  Daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Richard  Woodville,  and  Widow  of 
Sir  "John  Grey,  of  Groby,  whom  he  had 
married  after  his  firft  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne.  But  unfortunately  for  thefe  two 
young  Princes,  a  Quarrel  happened  between 
the  King  their  Father,  and  his  next  younger 
Brother,  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Con- 
.  fequence  of  which  was,  that  George  was 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  High  Treafon, 
ientenced  to  die,  and  privately  put  to  Death, 
by  being  drowned  in  a  But  of  Malm  fey. 
One  of  the  Articles  alledged  againfl  him 
was,  his  affirming,  that  the  King  was  not 
the  Son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  but  of  an 
Adulterer,  with  whom  their  Mother  had  at 
that  Time  a  Criminal  Converfation.  In  the 
fatal  Catadrophe,  of  this  Prince,  which  the 
King  afterwards  heartily  repented  of,  his 
younger  Brother,  Richard  Duke  of  Gloucejler, 
had  privately  a  very  great  Hand,  and  from 
what  afterwards  happened,,  he  it  was  pro- 
bably that  fuggelted,  and  got  proved  this 
Article  of  Accufation  againfl  him. 

Edward  lived  but  five  Years  after  this  fatal 
Execution  of  his  Brother  5    for  he  died  in 
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5483?  *n  tne  42C^  ^ear  °^*  ms  ^Se>  no* 
without   Sufpicion  of  being  poifoned  by  his 

Brother  Richard,  and  tho'  his  eldeffc  Son 
Edward  was  but  12  Years  of  Age,  as  he 
died  fo  young,  and  of  a  fhort  Illnefs,  he 
had  taken  no  Care  to  get  a  Regency  appointed 
in  his  Life-time,  or  to  guard  againft  the  Am- 
bition of  his  Brother  Richard,  who  was  to 
be  after  his  Death  the  only  furviving  Bro^ 
ther,  and  confequently  had  a  fort  of  Title 
to  the  Regency  or  Protectorship  of  the  King^ 
dom,  during  the  Minority  of  the  young 
King,  and  of  Courfe  muft  have  the  Admi- 
nistration folely  in  his  Hands,  till  a  Regency 
was  appointed  by  Parliament,  which  could 
not  legally  be  chofen  or  aflemble  without  an 
Authority  from  a  Council,  or  AfTembly  of 
the  Chief  Lords  of  the  Kingdom,  in  which 
the  King  might  have  forefeen,  that  his  Bro^- 
ther  Richard  would  have  an  Afcendant. 

As  Richard's  fecret  Projects  could  not  be 
ripe  for  Execution  immediately  upon  his 
Brother's  Death,  Edward  was  proclaimed 
King  by  the  Name  of  Edward  the  Fifth, 
and  the  Mother  endeavoured  to  have  fecured 
to  herftlf  the  Regency,  or  at  leaft  the  Care 
of  her  Childrens  Perfons  and  Education ; 
but  as  {he  had  difobiiged  many  of  the  an- 
tient  Nobility,  by  mewing  too  much  Favour 
to  her  Relations,  Richard  by  their  Affiftance, 
and  by  Artifice  and  Stratagem,  got  the 
young  King  into  his  Hands,  fo  that  the 
F  2  Queen* 
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Queen- Mother  was  forced  to  take  Sanctuary 
in  Weftminfter- Abbey,  and  carried  thither 
with  her  Richard  Duke  of  York,  her  young- 
eft  Son. 

Tho'  Richard  the  Uncle  had  got  Poffef- 
fion  of  the  young  King's  Perfon,  yet  this 
gave  him  no  legal  Title  to  the  Government 
of  the  Kingdom,    or   to   the    holding   the 
PofTemon  he  had  got.     This   could   legally 
be  granted  him  only  by  Parliament ;  but  he 
forefaw,  that  if   the  Parliament  mould  in- 
vert him  with  the  Protectorfhip,  they  would 
certainly  grant  the  Cuftody  and  Care  of  the 
young  King  and  his  Brother  to  fome  Perfons 
that  would  obftruct  his  fecret  Defigns.  For 
this  Reafon,    inftead  of   calling    a   Parlia- 
ment, he  aiTembled  only  a  Great  Council, 
which  confided  chiefly  of  fuch  as  had  been 
diiobliged  by  the  Queen.     In   this  Council 
he  was  declared  Protector,  and    it   was  re- 
folved  to   take  the  Duke  of  York  by   force 
from  his  Mother,  if  me   would   not  deliver 
him  up  by  fair  Means,  which  (lie  did. 

JBcth  this  Order  of  Council,  and  the 
Queen's  delivering  up  her  Son,  proceeded 
in  all  Likelihood  from  their  fuppoiing  that 
Richard,  now  called  Protector,  could  not 
have  any  View  to  the  Crown  ;  becaufe  not 
only  the  two  Sons  and  five  Daughters  of  the 
late  King,  but  alfo  the  Son  and  Daughter 
of   his  elder  Brother,    the  abovementioned 

George 


(    37    ) 
George  Duke  of  Clarence  had  a  Right  prefe- 
rable to  his. 

However,  as  foon  as  the  Protector  had 
got  the  young  Duke  of  Tork,  as  well  as  the 
King  into  his  Power,  he  began  to  profecute 
his  Defign  upon  the  Crown,  and  with  this 
View  he  got  the  Chiefs  of  thofe  who  had 
made  him  Protector,  to  join  with  him  in  an 
Order  for  the  Execution  of  four  of  the 
Queen's  principal  Friends  and  Relations  in 
the  Caftle  of  PontfracJ,  where  they  were 
Prifoners,  and  where  they  were  accordingly 
executed  without  Trial  or  Sentence  ;  and 
upon  this  moft  of  their  Friends  fled  for 
Safety  out  of  the  Kingdom.  After  thus  in- 
volving his  Friends  in  a  Crime  which  they 
mud:  expect  to  faffer  for,  if  ever  the  young 
King  mould  get  the  Reins  of  Government 
into  his  Hand?,  he  thought  none  of  them 
could  refufe  joining  in  any  Meafure  for  pre- 
venting it,  therefore  he  communicated  his 
Defign  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
fome  others,  who  heartily  approved  of  it  • 
but  the  Lord  Hajiings  declared  he  would 
oppofe  it  j  for  which  Reafon  he  was  falQy 
accufed  by  Richard  himfelf  of  High  Trea- 
fon,  and  without  Trial  or  Sentence  execu- 
ted in  the  Tower  within  two  Hours  after  he 
had  been  accufed;  and  but  a  few  Days  after 
he  had  concurred  in  making  Richard  Pro- 
tector, and  in  the  order  for  the  Execution  at 
font/raff-)    and  the   Archbiihop   of    Torky 
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the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  and  the  Lord  Stanley, 
were  for  the  fame  Reafon  imprifoned,  which 
mews  how  dangerous  it  is  to  inveft  with 
Power,  a  Man  who  by  Nature  is  cruel  and 
ambitious  ;  and  how  careful  Men  ought  to 
be,  not  to  concur  in  illegal  Meafures,  left  it 
fhould  lead  them  into  a  Neceffity  of  con- 
curring in  fuch  as  are  cruel  and  barbarous. 

Thele  previous  Meafures  being  taken,  as 
every  Plot  muff  have  a  Prieft  in  it,  one  Dr. 
Shaw,  a  noted  Preacher  at  that  Time,  was 
employed  to  hold  forth  in  a  Sermon,  that 
neither  the  late  King,  nor  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence were  the  Sons  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
but  of  an  Adulterer  whom  the  Dutchefs 
had  admitted  to  her  Bed ;  and  that  "Richard 
was  the  only  Son  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
confequently  that  he,  tho'  born  of  the 
fame  Mother,  had  the  only  Right  to  the 
Crown. 

In  fhort,  upon  this  ridiculous  Pretence, 
Richard  was  proclaimed  King  Jime  2  2d 
1483,  by  the  Name  of  Richard  the  Third, 
within  lefs  than  three  Months  after  the  Death 
of  his  Brother  Edward-,  and  as  he  had  both 
his  faid  Brother's  Sons  then  in  his  Cuftody 
in  the  Tower,  it  is  fuppofed,  he  had  them 
both  privately  murder'd ;  for  they  were  ne- 
ver more  heard  of. 

This  Richard  was  twice  Crowned,  firft 
at  London,  July  the  6th,  and  afterwards  at 

rfc>  about  the  End  of  Auguft,  1483,  after 
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being  informed  of  the  Death  of  his  two 
Nephews ;  and  the  fame  Day  he  was  crown- 
ed at  Tork  he  created  his  Son  Edward, 
then  ten  Years  old,  Prince  of  Wales,  with 
the  ufual  Formalities ;  but  this  Prince  died 
tne  Y ear  following. 

I  cannot  here  omit   obferving,    that  as 
ioon   as  Richard  had  got  Poffeffion  of  the 
Crown    he  forgot,  or  refufed  to  perform  his 
Promife  to  the    Duke   of  Buckingham,    in 
reftoring  to  him  a  Moiety  of  the  Earldom 
of  Hereford,  to  which  he  had  an  undoubted 
Right.     Upon  this  the  Duke,  the  very  fame 
\  ear,  headed  a  Rebellion  againft  him,  but 
by  a  moil  extraordinary  Land  Flood  in  the 
Severn,  was  prevented    being  able  to  join 
his    Friends   in   Devon/hire    and    Corneal 
whereupon  he  was  deferted  by  the  Armv 
he  had  raifed  in  Wales,  forced  to  abfcond> 
betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  Servants,  taken 
and  beheaded  without  Trial,  or  Sentence 
within  a  few  Months  after  Richard  had  by 
his  Means  mounted  the  Throne;  and  this 
Confpiracy  furmlhed  Richard  with  an  On- 
portun.ty  to   glut  his  Cruelty,    by   putting 
Numbers  to  Death,  who  were  but  fufoecV 
°f  being   Friends  to  the  Rebels ,  but 
moil  of  the  Chiefs  made  their  Efcape,   and 
repaired  to  the  young  Earl  of  Richmond,  the 
only  forming  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  LaZ 
cofter,  then  an  Exile  in  Bretagne  in  France. 

Prefently 
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Prefently  after  this  Richard  ventured  to 
call  a  Parliament  j  and  as  Parliaments  are 
too  often  more  governed  by  Succefs,  than 
either  by  Juftice,  or  the  publick  Good,  this 
Parliament  not  only  approved  of  every 
Thing  he  had  done,  but  pafted  an  Act  for 
attainting  the  Earl  of  Richmond ^  and  all  his 
Adherents ;  and  another  declaring  all  the 
Children  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  Baftards, 
on  a  pretended  Proof  by  perjured  Witnefles, 
whom  Richard  had  fuborned,  that  he  was 
married  to  another  at  the  Time  he  married 
Elizabeth  their  Mother,  then  Queen  Dowa- 
ger 5  but  Richard being  after  his  Son's  Death 
informed,  that  there  was  a  Plot  to  get  the 
el  deft  Daughter,  and  now  Heirefs  of  the 
late  King,  married  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond \ 
in  order  thereby  to  unite  the  Houfes  of  Tork 
and  Lancajler>  he  refolved,  notwithstand- 
ing his  having  got  her  declared  a  Baftard, 
to  marry  her  himfelf. 

For  accompliiliing  this  Defign  there  were 
four.  Obftacles  m  his  Way,  that  by  moft 
other  Men  would  have  been  thought  infur^- 
mountable.  The  firft  was,  the  young  Lady 
was  with  her  Mother  in  the  Sanctuary, 
from  whence  he  durft  not  venture  to  take 
her  by  Force,  for  Fear  of  adding  to  the 
Number  of  his  Enemies  all  the  Clergy,  who 
could  eafily  pardon  all  the  horrid  Crimes 
he  had  committed,  but  never  would  have 
forgiven  this.  The  fecond  was,  his  own 
fe  was  alive,  and  a  Woman  of  a  ftrong, 
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healthy  Constitution.  The  third  was,  he 
muft  have  a  Difpenfation  from  the  Pope. 
And  the  fourth  was,  he  mud:  prevail  with  a 
young  Lady  to  confent  to  marry  the  Mur- 
derer of  her  two  Brothers ;  and  one  who 
had  put  fuch  an  Indignity  upon  herfelfas 
to  get  her  declared  a  Baftard  upon  Record. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Difficulties  he  got  over 
by  his  Art  and  Simulation  j  for  he  per- 
fuaded  the  Queen  Dowager,  who  feems  to 
have  been  a  weak  Woman,  to  give  up  her 
Daughter  freely,  by  pretending,  that  fince 
the  Death  of  his  Son,  he  was  refolved  to 
have  the  Grown  fettled  upon  them.  The 
fecond  he  foon  and  eafily  got  over,  by  hav- 
ing his  Wife  poilbned ;  for  the  Ihort  time 
that  intervened  between  his  getting  his 
Nieces  into  his  Power,  and  her  Death,  is 
a  manifeft  Proof  that  it  could  not  be  occa- 
fioned  by  Vexation  or  Grief,  as  fome  Hifto- 
rians  fuggeft.  The  third  necefTarily  requir- 
ed Time  j  but  he  knew  that  any  Thing 
might  be  purchafed  at  Rome  for  Money  ; 
and  therefore  he  prefently  applied  himfelf 
to  conquering  the  laft,  by  making  his  Ad- 
drefTes  to  the  young  Lady,  who  had  Art 
enough  to  put  him  off  under  a  Pretence  pro- 
bably, that  (he  could  give  him  no  Aniwer  till 
he  had  got  a  Difpenfation,  for  that  fhe 
gave  him  a  flat  Denial,  as  fome  Hiftorians 
without  any  Authority  fay,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve j  becaufe  if  fhe  had,  he  would  cer- 
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tainly  have  done  the  fame   by  her,    as  he 
Jiad  juft  before  done  by  his  Wife. 

Whilft  Richard  was  applying  for  a  Di£- 
penfation  at  Rome,  the  Earl  of  Richmond  was 
applying  for  Afliftance  from  France,  and  at 
laft  obtained  fach  an  Afliftance  as  might  en- 
able him  to  raife  a  Civil  War  in  Englandy 
but  not    fuch    a  one  as  could    contribute 
much   to  his   Succefs,    which  will  always 
be  the  Scheme  of  Politicks  purfued  by  the 
Court  of  France  upon  every  the  like  Occa- 
fion ;  but  as  the  People  of  England  had  then 
fome  Courage  and  military  Discipline  among 
them,    and    as    the   Ufurper    had    not    an 
Army  of  abandoned  mercenary  Wretches  to 
fupport   his   Ufurpation,    young    Richmond 
trufted    to  ,the  People  themfelves  for    his 
Succefs ;  therefore  he  embarked  with  what 
Afliftance  he  could  get  from  France,  which 
confilted    only   of   2000    Men,    very    bad 
Troops,    and   as    ill   provided  with    every 
Thing   neceiTarv  for   War;   and   with  this 
wretched    Supply    he    landed    at    Milford 
Haven  in  Wales,  where   he  was   prefently 
joined  by  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  and  a  consi- 
derable  Number   of  Welch,    being   himfelf 
the  Grandfon  of  the  beforementioned  Owen 
Tudor,   and  confequently  of  Welch  Extrac- 
tion. 

Richard  all  black  as  he  was  with  Crimes 
pf  the  deepeft  Dye,  by  being  in  Pofieffion 
of  the  Crown j   was  fupportcd  by  many  of 

our 


(   4$    ) 

our  Nobility,  in  hopes  of  a  future  Reward; 
and  by  their  Means  he  foon  raifed  an  Army, 
with  which  he  marched  and  engaged  the 
Earl  of  Richmond  at  Bofwortb  in  Leicejler- 
jhire  the  2  2d  of  Augu/}>  1485$  where  he 
was  defeated  and  flain,  in  little  more  than 
two  Years  after  he  had  pofTefled  himfelf  of 
the  Crown ;  and  the  Earl  of  Richmond  be- 
ing declared  King  by  the  victorious  Army, 
he  was  foon  after  proclaimed  at  London  by 
the  Name  of  Henry  the  Seventh  $  after  which 
by  marrying  the  faid  Princefs  Elizabeth), 
eldeft  Daughter  of  Edward  the  Fourth;  he 
put  an  End  to  the  Conteft  between  the  two 
Houfes  of  York  and  Lancajler,  which  had 
fo  often  filled  England  with  Slaughter  and 
Defolation. 

After  Henry  had  got  his  Title  to  the 
Crown,  as  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancajler> 
recognized  by  Parliament,  and  by  the  whole 
Nation,  and  not  till  then,  he  performed  his 
Promife  in  marrying  Elizabeth,  which  Mar- 
riage was  folemnized  January  1 8th,  i486; 
and  September  the  20th  was  borri  Arthur 
his  eldeft  Son,  who  was  created  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Earl  of  Chefter  by  Patent  dated 
December  the  firft,  in  the  5th  Year  of  his 
Reign  :  June  28th,  1 492,  Henry  had  another 
Son  born,  who  was  named  Henry  created 
Duke  of  York,  and  in  1494,  appointed  Go- 
vernor of  Ireland^  with  Sir  Edward  Foynings 
u:  his  Deputy.  November  14th,  1501,  Ar~ 
G  2  ibur 
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thur,  Prince  of  Wales,  was  married  to  Cd* 
tharine  of  Arragon,  but  he  died  the  2d  of 
April  following,  and  Henry  his  Brother  was 
in  about  eight  Months  after  created  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chcjler,  and  by  Dif- 
penfation  from  the  Pope  married  to  the  faid 
Catharine,  his  eldeft  Brother's  Widow,  un- 
der Pretence  that  Arthur  had  never  confum- 
mated  the  Marriage. 

Henry  the  Seventh  died  April  22d,  1509, 
and  his  then  only  Son  being  near  18  Years 
of  Age,  and  confequently  fuppofed  to  be  of 
a  fit  Age  for  taking  the  Reins  of  Govern- 
ment into  his  own  Hands,  he  was  proclaim- 
ed King  by  the  Name  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
without  any  one's  thinking  of  having  a  Re- 
gency appointed,  nor  was  there  the  leaft 
Mention  of  any  iuch  thing  either  in  Council, 
or  in  the  Parliament  which  met  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  following  Year,  fo  that  the  Law 
with  Regard  to  the  King's  being  of  Age, 
was  now  tacitly  admitted  to  be  different  from 
the  Law  upon  this  Head  with  Regard  to  a 
Subject,  tho'  in  Henry  the  Third's  Reign  it 
had  been  in  fitted,  that  in  both  Cafes  the 
Law  was  the  fame,  and  no  Statute  had 
ever  been  made  for  eftabliihing  a  Difference. 

Henry,  notwithstanding  the  many  Wives 
he  married,  had  but  one  Son,  named  Henry, 
born  of  Catharine  of  Arragon,  jfanuary  iff, 
1510-11,  who  did  not  live  two  Months, 
and  no  other  until  1537,  when  he  had   by 
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Jane  Seymour,  (Daughter  of  Sir  John  Seymour 
of  Wo!f-hall  in  Wiltjhire,  whom  he  had 
fallen  in  Love  with  and  married  the  pre- 
ceding Year)  a  Prince  born  Offober  the  12th, 
and  named  Edward,  the  Birth  of  whom 
coft  the  Queen  her  Life,  for  fhe  died  1 2 
Days  after  her  Delivery  j  but  before  her 
Death  fhe  had  the  Satisfaction  to  hear  that 
her  Brother  was  created  Earl  of  Hertford, 
and  as  to  the  young  Prince,  tho*  he  was  call- 
ed Prince  of  Wales,  there  is  no  Record  of 
his  having  been  ever  fo  created. 

As  the  Parliament  had  by  an  Act  Im- 
powered  the  King  to  name  his  SuccefTor, 
Henry  by  his  Will  declared  young  Edward 
his  SuccefTor,  and  in  Cafe  of  his  Death  be- 
fore his  SuccefTor  was  of  Age,  he  appointed 
a  Council  of  Regency  to  govern  the  King- 
dom, until  his  Son  was  of  the  Age  of  18 
Years  compleat,  which  he  ixt  as  the  Age 
at  which  he  was  to  take  the  Reins  of  Go- 
vernment into  his  own  Hands  j  all  which 
the  King  fuppofed  he  had  a  Power  to  do,  by 
that  Act  which  enabled  him  to  Name  his 
SuccefTor,  and  this  Power  was  not  difputed 
after  his  Death,  which  happened  January 
29th,   1546-7. 

If  Queen  Jane,  Edward's  Mother,  had 
been  alive,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Henrv 
would  have  appointed  her  fole  Regent, 
without  clogging  her  Admin iftration  with  any 
Council,  but  fuchaoneas  fhe  mould  chufe 
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for  herfelf ;  for  as  Factions  are  more  apt  to 
fpring  up,  and  grow  to  a  Head,  under  a 
Minority,  than  under  a  Sovereign  of  full 
Age,  a  Regent  ftands  in  need  of  at  leaft  all 
the  Sovereign  Power,  and  mould  be  inverted 
with  it,  when  one  can  be  found  of  whom 
there  can  be  no  Apprehenfion,  that  he  will 
make  ufe  of  his  Power  to  fecure  the  Crown 
to  himfelf,  by  the  Murder  or  Dethronement 
of  the  Infant  King  ;  But  this  is  the  Diffi- 
culty, and  the  young  King's  Mother  being 
dead,  Henry  thought  he  could  not  truft  any 
one  fingle  Perfon  with  fuch  a  Regency; 
therefore  when  his  Will  was  opened,  Fe- 
bruary the  i  ft,  being  the  next  Day  after 
Edward  was  proclaimed  King  by  the  Name 
of  Edward  fthe  Sixth,  it  was  found,  that 
he  had  nominated  the  following  fixteen 
Perfons  to  be  Executors  of  his  Will,  Re- 
gents of  the  Kingdom,  and  Governors  to 
his  Son,  who  was  then  but  a  little  above 
nine  Years  old. 

Thefe  Perfons  were : 
Thomas  Cranmer,  Archbiftop  of  Canterbury. 
The  Lord  Wriothefley,  Lord  Chancellor. 
The  Lord  St.  John,  Majler  of  the  Houjkold, 
The  Lord  Rujfel,  Lord  Prhy  Seal. 
The  Earl  of  Hertford \  Lord  Chamberlain* 
The  Vifcount  Life,   Lord  Admiral. 
Cuthbert  Tunjlal,  Bijhop  of  Durham. 
Sir  Anthony  Brown,  Majler  of  the  Horfe, 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Paget,  Secretary  of  State'. 

Sir  Edward  North,  Chancellor  of  the  Court  of 

Augmentations. 
Sir   Edward  Montague^  Lord  Chief  Jujlice 

of  the  Common  Pleas. 
Judge  Bromley. 

Sir  Anthony  Denny,     ?  Chief  Gentlemen  of 
Sir  William  Herbert,   $    the  Privy  Chamber. 
Sir  Edward  Wot  ton,  *£reafurer  of  Calais 
And  Doclor    Wotiton,  Dean  of  Canterbury 

and  York* 

Thefe  Sixteen,  or  the  major  Part  of 
them,  were,  by  the  Will,  impowered  to  exe- 
cute the  Will,  and  to  adminifter  the  Affairs 
of  the  Kingdom,  as  they  fhould  judge  mod 
fit ;  and  as  they  may  all  be  properly  enough 
faid  to  be  new  Men,  and  confequently  of 
no  great  Family  Intereft  in  the  Kingdom, 
the  young  King  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 
be  in  Danger  from  the  Ambition  of  any  one 
of  them. 

In  this  Refpect  therefore  the  deceafed 
King  had  taken  due  Care  of  his  Infant  Son ; 
but  could  he  fuppofe,  that  the  Government 
of  a  Kingdom,  efpeciajty  of  this,  where 
our  noble  and  rich  Men  have  always  been 
fo  Factious,  could  be  exercifed  by  i6Per- 
fons  of  equal  Power  and  Preheminence  ? 
Accordingly,  the  Impracticability  of  this 
was  prefently  feen ;  and  the  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford, the  King's  Uncle,  was  by  the  Council 
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of  Regency  chofen  Protector  of  the  King's 
Realm,  and  the  Governor  of  his  Perfon.  But 
with  an  exprefs  Provifo,  that  he  Jhould  do 
nothing  'without  the  Confent  of  the  other 
Regents. 

Befides  this  Council  of  Regency,  King 
Henry  by  his  Will,  had  nominated  a  Privy 
Council,  confuting  of  12  Perfons,  all  Com- 
moners but  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  EJ/ex, 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Majority  of 
which,  the  Council  of  Regency  could  do 
nothing,  which  was  an  additional  Clog  up- 
on the  Adminiftration  of  Government,  and 
a  certain  Prognoftick,  that  it  would  foon 
iplit  into  Factions. 

The  firil:  Thing  the  Regency  and  Privy 
Council  did  was  to  give  fome  of  themfelves 
new  Titles,  and  to  provide  for  the  Payment 
of  their  Penfions,  which  it  was  faid,  the 
late  King  had  promifed.  Among  others  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  made  Earl  of  Southa?np- 
ton,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  Duke  of  Somerjet, 
Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  his  younger  Brother, 
and  one  of  the  Council,  was  made  Lord 
Sudley,  the  Vifcount  Life,  Earl  of  War- 
<wick,  and  the  £arl  of  Efj'ex,  Marquifs  of 
Northampton. 

This  their  great  Hurry  to  take  care  of 
themfelves,  began  to  render  them  unpopu- 
lar 5  but  as  my  defigned  Brevity  will  not 
allow  me  to  give  a  full  Account  of  this  Re- 
gencv3  I  mall  only  obfervc,  that  the  very 
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iirft  Year  they  fell  out  among  themfelves, 
the  Chancellor  was  dfmirTed  from  his  Em- 
ployment, and  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  found 
Means  to  get  the  whole  Power  into  his 
Hands. 

If  this  had  been  given  him  by  the  late 
King,  he  might  perhaps  have  kept  it,  be- 
caufe  he  feems  to  have  had  no  View  but 
for  the  Intereit-  of  the  King  and  Kingdom, 
efpecially  the  Proteftant  Religion  j  but  as  he 
had  got  it  by  Means  not  altogether  jufti- 
flable,  and  as  it  was  evidently  againft  the 
late  King's  Intention,  that  any  one  Man 
mould  have  the  Sovereign  Power  during  the 
young  King's  Minority,  it  raifed  a  jealouiy 
againft  him,  which  his  Enemies  took  ad- 
vantage of. 

What  was  mod:  extraordinary,  his  Bro- 
ther the  Lord  Sudky,  whom  he  had  made 
Lord  High  Admiral,  foon  became  the  moll 
inveterate  of  his  Enemies,  and  was  the  firft 
to  plot  his  Ruin  ;  but  his  Plot  was  difcover- 
ed,  whereupon  he  was  attainted  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  beheaded  March  20th,  1648-9; 
being  a  Man  of  extravagant  Ambition,  and 
fuch  Men  no  Relation,  no  Friendship,  no 
good  Offices  can  bind  :  On  the  contrary,  the 
higher  you  exalt  them,  the  more  capable 
and  the  more  ready  you  make  them  to  iup- 
plant  you. 

But  as  the  Prott&or  had  difobliged  the 
Nobles  and  rich  Men,  by  endeavouring  to 
prevent  their  opDreffing  the  Poor,  which  is 
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the  Dutv  of  every  Sovereign,  tho'  ifange* 
reus  to  be  attempted  by  any  one  that  is  not  a 
Hereditary  as  well  as  wife  and  active  Sove- 
reign j  and  as  he  had  likewife  offended  many 
of  the  Members  of  both  Councils,  by  acting 
contrary  to  their  Advice,  a  Combination 
formed  againft  him,  to  which  he  was 
obliged  to  fubmit,  and  by  them  an  Act  of 
Attainder  or  rather  Pains  and  Penalties  was 
procured  againft  him  in  Parliament  in 
1 549-50,  which  ftript  him  of  his  Protector- 
ihip  and  other  Places,  and  a  great  part  of  his 
Eilate. 

Upon  the  Protector's  Downfal,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  who  had  been  at  the  Plead  of 
the  Combination  againft  him,  got  the  whole 
Power  into  his  Hands,  and  was  more  ab- 
folute  than  ever  he  had  been,  tho'  he  took 
Care  not  to  affume  the  invidious  Name  of 
Protector.  However,  he  foon  after  got 
himfelf  created  Duke  of  Northumberland ', 
and  at  the  fame  Time  he  got  new  Titles 
conferred  upon  feveral  of  his  Friends ;  but 
conilderin?  the  late  Protectors  near  Relation 
:z  the  King,  he  could  not  be  eafy  whilft  he 
■  ..  alive;  therefore  he  forged  a  mam  Plot 
agaii/ft  him,  upon  which  he  got  him  con- 
victed of  Felony,  and  ientenced  to  be  be- 
headed  by  the  Koufe  of  Lords,  whereupon 
he  was  executed  January  22d  1 551-2,  to 
the  great  Grief  of  the  Populace,  who  may 
bemoan,  but  never  can  prevent  the  Fate 
pf  thofe,  who  render  themlelves  obnoxious 
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to  the  Great,  by  fupporting  the  Caufe  of  the 
Poor. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land began  to  form  the  Project  of  getting 
the  Crown  fettled  upon  one  ot  his  Family, 
by  getting  his  4th  Son  married  to  the  Lady 
'Jane  Grey,  who  by  the  Will  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  was  next  in  Succefiion  to  the 
Princeis  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  that  King's 
two  Daughters,  which  Marriage  was  lb- 
lemnized  in  May  1553,  after  the  voung 
King  Edward  had  been  given  over  by  his 
Phyficians ;  for  before  the  young  King  died, 
which  was  not  till  the  6th  of  Jufy,  the 
Duke  got  him  to  make  a  Will,  bv  which 
he  fet  his  two  Sillers  afide  as  illegitimate, 
and  declared  Jane  Grey  his  SuccefTor,  which 
railed  a  general  Sufpicion,  that  this  youns; 
Prince,  who  was  both  for  natural  Parts  and 
acquired  Knowledge  a  perfect  Miracle  for 
his  Age,  had  by  the  Duke's  Means  been 
poifoned  by  a  flow  Poifon. 

Upon  Edward's  Death,  Lady  Jane  was 
accordingly  proclaimed  Queen  at  London  ; 
but  the  Peoples  Hatred  to  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  her  Father-in-Law  fur- 
mounted  their  Fears  from  the  Princefs 
Mary,  who  was  a  bigotted  Papift,  and  as 
there  was  then  no  (landing  mercenary  Army 
in  the  Kingdom,  the  People  were  of  fome 
fignificancy  in  every  fuch  Contell -,  for 
Mary  having  got  herfelf  proclaimed,  and 
having  fet  up  her  Standard  at  Norwich,    the 
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People  flocked  to  it  from  all  Part?,  Nor- 
thumberland was  deferted  by  his  Army,  and 
Jane  by  her  Counfellors.  In  fhort,  -Alary 
was  proclaimed  Qneen  at  London,  July  the 
19th,  and  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
himfelf  at  Cambridge  the  20th.  But  this 
did  not  avail  him,  he  was  next  Day  taken 
into  Cuftody  by  Mary's,  Order,  and  being 
foon  after  condemned,  was  executed  on  the 
2  2d  oi:Auguft,  together  with  Sir  John 
Gates,  and  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  who  had 
been  his  two  Witnefles  againft  the  Duke  of 
Somerfet. 

As  neither  Queen  Mary  nor  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth had  any  Children,  we  had  no  Prince 
of  Wales,  or  apparent  Heir  to  the  Crown, 
until  after  the  Union  of  the  two  Crowns  of 
England  and  Scotland,  in  the  Perfon  of 
James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  and  jirjl  of 
England.  At  the  Time  of  his  Acceffion  in 
the  Year  1603,  he  had  two  Sons  Henry  and 
Charles  by  his  Queen,  Anne  of  Denmark, 
the  eldeft  nine  Years  old,  and  the  other  not 
full  three.  He  had  likewife  a  Daughter, 
Elizabeth,  not  quite  four,  married  in  16  if, 
to  the  Elector  Palatine,  Mother  of  the 
Princefs  Sophia,  who  was  Grandmother  to 
our  prefent  King.  In  16 10,  he  created  his 
eldeit  Son  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
Earl  of  Chejler,  with  many  Formalities  and 
great  Solemnity,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
gave  him  a  ieparate  Appointment  and 
Court,  which  was  kept  at  St,  James's,  the 
King's  being  then  at  Whitehall  This 
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This  young  Prince  had  to  great  a  Cha- 
racter, and  was  fo  much  beloved  and  re- 
flected by  all  Ranks  of  People,  that  his 
Father  grew  jealous  of  him ;  but  he  died 
in  1612,  in  the  19th  Year  of  his  Age;  and 
the  jealoufy  the  Father  expreiTed,  made  it, 
as  ufual  fufpected,  that  the  young  Prince 
by  fome  Means  or  other  had  a  Dofe  ad- 
miniftred  to  him,  which  put  an  End  to 
his  Life. 

As  James  was  fond  of  Solemnities  and 
Rareefhews,  in  16  16,  he  created  Charles , 
then  his  only  Son,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Earl 
of  Chejler,  with  the  fame  Formalities  that 
had  been  ufed  at  Henry's  Creation ;  but  I  do 
not  find,  that  he  gave  him  a  feparate  Court, 
perhaps,  for  fear  he  fhould  rival  him  in  the 
Affections  of  his  People,  as  Henry  had  done, 
tho'  without  any  Defign.  But  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  upon  the  Death  of  Henry  a 
Doubt  arofe,  whether  Charles,  now  the 
King's  eldefl  Son,  was  Duke  of  Cornwall 
becaufe  the  Words  of  the  abovementioncd 
Act  of  Edward  the  'Thirds  gives  that  Dutchy 
to  the  King's  firft  begotten  Son,  which 
Charles  was  not ;  and  tho*  no  fuch  Doubt 
had  arifen,  either  with  Refpect  to  Henry 
the  Eighth,  or  Edward  the  Sixth,  neither 
of  whom  was  the  King's  firft  begotten 
Son,  yet  now  it  was  thought  neceffary  to 
have  the  Opinion  of  the  beft  Lawyers  upon 
it  in  Council ;  and  as  they  all  gave  their 
Opinion  in  Favour  of  Charles,  he  was  ac- 
cordingly 


(     54    ) 

cordingly  by  the  King  and  Council  declared 
Duke  of  Cornwal. 

James  died  March  27,  1625,  of  a  Ter- 
tian Ague ;  but  as  his  Favourite  Villiers, 
whom  he  had  created  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
and  who  was  now  become  the  Son's  Chief 
Favourite,  had  adminiftered  fome  Medi- 
cines to  him,  without  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Phyficians,  it  was  ftrongly  fufpected 
that  he  had  poifoned  the  old  Man,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  the  Son  Charles,  who 
upon  his  Father's  Death  was  prefently  pro- 
claimed King ;  and,  as  his  Marriage  with 
Henrietta  of  France  was  before  concluded, 
(he  arrived  June  12,  at  Dover,  where  the 
King  met  her,  and  the  Marriage  was  next 
Day  confummated  at  Canterbury.  By  this 
Marriage  the  King  had  three  Sons,  Charles 
born  May  29,  1630,  and  prefently  after 
created  Prince  of  Wales ;  James,  born  Or- 
tober  13,  1633,  and  foon  after  his  Birth 
created  Duke  of  Tork  -,  and  Henry  born  in 
1640,  and  created  Duke  of  Gloucefler. 

Thefe  three  Sons  partook  in  all  the  Mis- 
fortunes of  the  Father,  and  were  for  feve- 
ral  Years  obliged  to  live  in  Exile,  whilft 
their  Country  was  governed  firil  by  a  Set 
of  Men,  who  called  themfelves  the  Com- 
monwealth of  England,  and  then  by  Oliver 
Cromwel,  who  called  himfelf  Protector  ;  but 
in  1660,  the  three  young  Princes  were  re- 
ftared,  and  the  eldeft  proclaimed  King  by 
the    Name  of   Charles  the  Second,    which 
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Tide  he  had  aflumed  ever  fince  the  Murder 
of  his  Father. 

The  youngeft  died  Toon  after  the  Refto- 
ration,  and  as  Charles  had  no  legitimate  If- 
fue,  he  wa9,  in  February  1644-5,  fucceeded 
by  his  Brother  James,  by  the  Name  of  James 
the  Second,  who  had  no  Son  until  1688, 
when  by  his  fecond  Wife,  Mary  of  Mo- 
dena,  whom  he  had  married  in  1673,  he 
had  a  Son  born,  and  named  James,  who 
was  prefently  after  created  Prince  of  Wales ; 
but  his  Father  and  he  being  that  very  Year 
drove  into  Exile,  he  has  been  fince,  and  is 
now  called  the  Pretender. 

As  King  William  had  no  IfTue,  and  Queen 
Shine's  Son,  William,  Duke  of  GlouceJlert 
died  before  her  coming  to  the  Crown,  we 
could  have  no  Prince  of  Wales,  till  the  Ac- 
ceffion  of  our  prefent  Royal  Family,  in 
17 14.  when  his  prefent  Majefty  came  over 
with  his  Father  the  late  King,  having  then 
only  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Cambridge,  which 
had  been  given  him  by  Queen  Anne ;  and 
in  Virtue  of  which,  he,  by  the  Envoy  from 
Hanover,  claimed  his  Summons  to  Parlia- 
ment, April  12,  17 14,  for  which  that 
Envoy  was  forbid  the  Court,  becaufe  he 
had  made  that  Demand  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  without  previoufly  acquainting 
the  Queen. 

Upon  the  late  King's  Acccfiion,  his  pre- 
fent Majefty  being  his  eldefl  Son,  acquired 
ofCourfe  a  Right  to  the  Eftate  and  Title 
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of  Duke  of  Cornwal,  and  all  the  Powers 
and  Privileges  belonging  to  it ;  for  tho'  he 
was  born  before  his  Father's  Acceffion,  yet 
no  Doubt  could  be  made  as  to  his  Right  to 
that  Dutchy,  as  foon  as  his  Father  came 
to  be  King,  as  it  was  the  Cafe  of  Henry  the 
Fifth,  who  was  acknowledged  Duke  of 
Cornwal,  prefently  after  the  Acceffion  of 
his  Father  Henry  the  Fourth  ;  and  likewife 
of  Henry,  eldeft  Son  to  James  the  Firft. 

But  as  his  late  Majefty  was  refolved,  that 
his  eldeft  Son  mould  enjoy  all  the  ufual 
Titles  and  Preheminences  of  the  eldeft  Sons 
of  our  BritiJJj  Monarchs,  therefore,  prefent- 
ly after  his  Arrival  in  Eng/and,  he  created 
his  Son,  our  prefent  moft  gracious  King, 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chefter,  by 
Patent,  dated  the  25th  Day  of  September, 
1714,  in  which  Patent  his  former  Titles 
are  recited  as  follows,  George  Auguftns,  (al- 
ready Prince  of  Great-Britain,  Electoral 
Prince  of  Brunfwick  Lunenburg,  Duke  of 
Cornwal  and  Rot/fay,  Duke  and  Marquis  of 
Cambridge,  Earl  of  Mi '/ford- Haven  and 
Carrick,  Viicount  North- A/ler ton,  Baron  of 
Tewkjbury  and  Renfrew,  Lord  of  the  Iflands, 
and  Steward  of  Scotland,  Knight  of  the 
moft  noble  Order  of  the  Garter,)  all  which 
Titles  accrued  to  him  by  Law,  in  Virtue  of 
his  Father's  Acceffion  to  the  Crown,  ex- 
cept thofe  of  Duke  and  Marquis  of  Cam- 
bridge,  &c.  which  he  had  by  Creation  as 
before   mentioned,    and   that  of  Knight  of 
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the  Garter,  which  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  Queen  Anne,  having  been  inftalled  De~ 
cember  22,   17 10,  along  with  the  Dukes  of 
Devonfoire  and  Argyle ;  for  as  to  the  Scottifo 
Titles,  viz,  Duke  of  Rothfay,  Earl  of  Car- 
rick,  Baron  of  Renfrew,  Lord  of  the  Iflands, 
and  Steward  of  Scotland,  they,  by  the  Law 
of  Scotland,  belong  to  the  apparent  Heir  of 
the  Crown,  without  any  Patent  or  Creation. 
January    10,    17 17-8,    his   late  Majefty 
created  Frederick-Lewis,  his  Grandfon,  af- 
terwards Prince  of  Wales,    and  now  lately 
deceafed,  Duke  of  Gloucefi.r,  but  I  doubt 
if  the   Patent  ever    parted   the  Seals ;    be- 
caufe  on  the  15th  of  July,   1726,  his  late 
Majefty   created  him  Baron  of  Snaudon,  in 
the    County    of  Caernarvon,    Vifcount    of 
Launccjlon    in  Cornwal,  Earl  of  Eltham  m 
Kent,    Marquis    of   the    Ifle  of    Ely,    and 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  which  Patent  did  pafs 
the  Seals,  and   was  actually   fent   to  him  ; 
for  I  know,  that  from  the  Generofity  which 
afterwards  appeared  in  all  his  Actions,  he 
made   the   MefTenger,   who  had   the   good 
Luck  to  be  fent  with  it  a  very  handfome 
Prefent.     Perhaps,  the  Reafon  for  not  paf- 
fing   the  firft   Patent   was,    becaufe   it  was 
deemed  an  unfortunate  Title  •    for  Thomas, 
Duke    of  Gloucefler,  Uncle  to   Richard  the 
Second,  was  carried  Prifoner  to  Calais,  and 
there  murdered  ;  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Ghu- 
cejler,  Uncle  to  Henry  the  Sixth,  was   cfept 
up  in  Prifon,  and  there  privately  murder 
I  Rt\ 
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Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucefier,  afterwards 
Richard  the  Third,  was  f  in  in  Bofworth- 
Tield  -,  Henry,  Duke  of  Glc  e/feit3  youngeft 
Son  of  Charles  the  Firjl,  died  in  the  20th 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  juft  after  his  Return 
from  Exile,  fo  that  he  could  hardly  be  faid 
to  have  ever  enjoyed  any  Happinefs  in  this 
Life;  and  William,  Duke  of  Gloucefier,  only 
Son  of  Queen  Anne,  died  in  the  12th  Year 
of  his  Age,  after  the  Death  of  his  Aunt 
Queen  Mary,  and  before  his  Mothers  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Crown. 

Upon  his  late  Majefty's  Demife  in  1727, 
his  prefent  Majefty  Succeeded  of  Courfe  to 
the  Throne,  and  his  eldeft  Son  now  de- 
ceafed,  became  of  Courfe  intitled  to  all  the 
Titles  fettled  by  the  Laws  of  England,  or 
Scotland,  upon  the  King's  eldeft  Son.  As 
he  had  always  before  refided  at  Hanover,  he 
was  the  next  Year  fent  for,  and  arrived  at 
St.  James's,  JDecember  the  4th,  1728;  hav-* 
ing  been  before,  w'gf.  on  the  30th  of  April, 
J718,  inftalied  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1728-9,  he  was 
created  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Earl  of  Chejler% 
and  as  fuch  he  received  next  Day  his  Sum- 
mons to  Parliament. 

Having  thus  finimed  my  Hiftory,  I 
mall  conclude  with  obferving,  that  tho'  his 
Royal  Highnefs  George-William-Frederick* 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales's  eldeft  Son,  be  by 
Law  intitled,  as  apparent  Heir  of  the  Crown, 
to  the  Titles  of  Duke  of  Roth/ay,   Earl  of 
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Carrick,  Baron  of  Renfrew,  Lord  of  the 
Iilands,  and  Steward  of  Scotland,  yet  he  has 
not  without  a  new  Creation  a  Right  to  the 
Titles  of  Prince  of  Wales,  or  Earl  of  Chef- 
ter,  becaufe  they  were  as  ufual  granted  to 
his  Father,  and  his  Heirs,  Kings  of  Great* 
Britain ;  fo  that  without  a  new  Creation, 
he  can  have  no  Right  to  thofe  Titles,  till 
he  comes  to  be  King.  Nor  has  he  a  Right 
by  Law  to  the  Title  or  Eftate  of  Duke  of 
Cornwal  j  becaufe  by  Law  they  are  limited 
to  the  firft-begotten  Son  of  the  King,  and 
confequently,  as  his  Father  never  was  King, 
they  cannot  without  a  new  Creation  and 
Grant  belong  to  him. 

To  this  I  mall  add,  that  until  the  Crea- 
tion of  Henry,  afterwards  Henry  the  Eighth, 
when  the  King's  eldeft  Son  was  by  Patent 
created  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Earl  ofCheJlery 
there  was  at  the  fame  time  a  Charter  paffed, 
for  granting  to  him  the  Eftates  and  Reve- 
nues belonging  to  the  Principality  of  Wales, 
and  Earldom  of  Chejler,  then  in  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Crown  ;  which  Revenues,  by 
a  Survey  made  in  the  Reign  of  Edward 
the  Third,  amounted  to  JT  5986  ys.  gd. 
yearly,  after  deducting  the  Salaries  to  the 
Judges,  &c.  and  there  was  alio  fometimes 
paffed  another  Charter,  by  which  all  Ar- 
rears of  Rent,  &c.  were  granted  to  the 
Prince.  But  the  pafling  of  any  fuch  Char- 
ters or  Grants  was  omitted  at  the  Creation 
of  Henry,  afterwards  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
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fas  been  ever  fince  omitted,  confequently 
the  Princes  fince  that  Time  have  enjoyed 
nothing  but  ths  Titles  of  Prince  of  Wales> 
and  Earl  of  Chejler,  and  the  Revenues,  by 
being  fince  granted  away,  are  now  reduced 
to  little  or  nothing. 

But  as  to  the  Eftates  and  Revenues  of 
Cornwal,  as  they  were  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment annexed  to  the  Crown,  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  granted  away  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  they  remain  the  fame,  or  ra- 
ther better  than  they  were  in  the  Reign  of 
that  King ;  for  no  one  of  them  has  ever 
been  granted  away,  except  the  Manor  of 
Jftcworth  near  London,  and  the  Manor  of 
Wallingford  in  Oxfordfiire,  the  former  of 
which  Henry  the  Fifth  granted  by  Autho- 
rity of  Parliament  to  Syon  Monaftery  found- 
ed by  him  ;  and  the  latter,  Henry  the 
Eighth,  by  the  fame  Authority  made  Parcel 
of  his  Honour  of  Newelme ;  but  by  both 
thefe  Acts  Lands  of  greater  Value  were 
granted  and  annexed  to  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
wal,  the  yearly  Revenues  of  which  Dutchy 
cannot  eafily  be  computed,  becaufe  many 
of  them  are  cafual ;  but  at  the  higheft  can 
never  be  near  fufficient  for  fupporting  the 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Heir  apparent 
to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain, 
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